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From Thursday, July 22nd, 1999 CNN Live coverage of the burial at sea of John F. Kennedy Jr., His wife 
Carolyn and her sister Lauren. The three had died late on Friday, July 16th, 1999 when Kennedy's Piper 
Saratoga crashed into the Atlantic ocean on it's way to Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. 
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to honor the lives of john f kennedy jr and his wife carolyn cnn's martin savage has more from outside the 
kennedy family compound in hyannis port massachusetts well you're exactly right frank and that may be part 
of the reason why there were only a few key members of the kennedy family that decided to take part in the 
burial at sea that is ongoing right now in fact early this morning we were watching the compound and the first 
indication of what was going to transpire today was when a priest showed up in the early morning hours 
obviously the catholic faith is so very important to the kennedy family after that about an hour later we saw 
senator edward kennedy left the compound obviously to go ahead make preparations as he has done 
throughout this week sort of lay the groundwork forage ahead for the family in advance of the memorial 
service that was going to take place and then we saw caroline kennedy schlossberg as she left from her 
family home up there in long island where she had been throughout this ordeal as she began making her 
way down here to eventually get on board the vessel that would carry her out of the u.s navy ship where the 
service was being conducted all of that coming together this morning but otherwise here at the kennedy 
compound it's been extremely quiet here barry let's see some people may think that's surprising to hear that 
coming today coming for john f kennedy jr but in fact as cnn's bill delaney reports if you know the kennedys if 
you know their history and the love of the water it does make sense [Music] john kennedy junior's father once 
said i really don't know why it is that all of us are so committed to the sea i think it's because president 
kennedy went on in addition to the fact that the sea changes and the light changes and ships change it's 
because we all came from the sea and now president kennedy's sun returns to the shifting panorama of wind 
and light off hyannis port the atlantic his family so often seem to seek a kind of shelter 
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so often seem to seek a kind of shelter in from their never ending season of fame and their recurrent 
seasons of grief even in the past few unimaginable days members of the kennedy family sailed and maybe 
found a measure of serenity along the sea paths they knew so well and where they were so well known 
where they were allowed space anonymity and the tie to something familiar familial in john Kennedy's end so 
many of his beginnings as with his wife carolyn bessette and her sister lauren young lives close in the 
ocean's old embrace and john kennedy jr goes down to the sea for the last time bill delaney cnn hyannisport 
and just as that report finishes you're looking at pictures now briscoe the briscoe has begun to make the turn 
presumably now heading back to port a signal that the ceremony of the burial at sea for john kennedy jr his 
wife carolyn and for his sister-in-law lauren has now been completed chris black joins me now she has been 
with us she knows the kennedy family well we've talked about the love of sport for the kennedy family the 
love of the ocean this was a very competitive family well it is a very competitive family it's more accurate 
martin this is a family that loves to is not only competitive in politics but competitive in play the touch football 
games here at the family compound are famous they the country first learned about them when president 


kennedy was first elected and they continued to this day i remember uh last they can get pretty rough too last 
summer uh joseph kennedy the second who was still in congress then uh got so hurt that his cousin john jr 
had to basically carry him off the playing field after a pretty rough game they it's a one way of channeling uh 
that tremendous amount of energy and 
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uh that tremendous amount of energy and uh they it's not surprising that so many members of this family 
have pursued political careers we talked about this before this morning but it does bear repeating the 
significant role that senator kennedy has played throughout this ordeal not only as a representative of the 
family but keeping the family together very much so uh senator kennedy has been the patriarch of this family 
since the deaths of his brothers john and robert so many years ago and he really uh keeps the family 
together at times like this senator kennedy was the one last saturday morning at seven in the morning who 
first began alerting members of the family that something was terribly wrong that john junior's plane was 
missing and as the day wore on of course they the news became more and more ominous but the senator 
according to family friends say that he really has uh been keeping them together he's been very hands-on 
with the planning of these services and uh he obviously has been playing a central role representing the 
family at this very let's see frank and i'm wondering if you could both talk a moment about some of the people 
you're talking to who come by who visit to pay their respects whether it's silently looking on or leaving flowers 
it would seem that everybody who reflects upon this finds some other message something to connect to here 
there is a great universal sense of caring uh and belonging and grieving well i can start off on that i think yes 
there are there are two real ways to perceive this tragedy one it's a great tragedy in the sense that you have 
three young people two of whom just recently were married seem to have all a life ahead of them and they 
seem like a wonderful and loving couple on any level that brings a tremendous amount of emotion and then 
of course there is the historic connection that all of us perhaps who may not have personally known the 
kennedys it almost seems that the calendar of our lives in some way has been marked uh by actions within 
the kennedy family the highlights and the lowlights that have come their way when you talk to people on the 





way when you talk to people on the street here that's what everyone else says those that grew up through 
the kennedy area era and know the kennedys today believe even if they've never met them that they are 
very much a part of their life and will always remember the kennedys that way and i can add to that frank that 
here in massachusetts it's as if the kennedys were part of an extended family people who grew up in 
massachusetts particularly during the 50s and 60s grew up with the kennedys really being part of their lives 
senator john kennedy was a senior senator from massachusetts he was elected president in 1960 it was a 
source of tremendous pride in massachusetts and for uh young people growing up here in the state who are 
now of course adults and for their children they've grown up with the kennedys it's so much a part of their 
lives that they feel like they've lost a relative chris black martin savage thanks to both we will be back we 
want to move on now to mike better i believe who's standing by mike i'm at philbin beach which is about 
three miles from the uss briscoe it turned around about five minutes ago so presumably the burial at sea is 
over it remained on station there adrift for about one hour and in a few minutes it should pass in front of the 
uss grass only about four miles away from the scene of the crash uh diving operations continue there we are 
told and all along the beach here people have gathered and at gay head at the lighthouse just a couple of 
miles up the road have gathered to watch this and it's interesting all of a sudden it hit me looking at all of 
these people that most of these people were from my generation about my age middle aged or a little bit 
older and as i was walking by a couple of people having a conversation one woman was talking about the 
younger generation and i said what are you saying and she says well i don't think the younger generation 
gets it as much as we do feels it as much as this generation does uh the generation of the 50s and the 60s 
were born during those years she said to me 





born during those years she said to me and she looked to be middle-aged she said to me she goes i feel that 
something's missing like a small part of me died and and that seems to be the feeling of a lot of people here 
who've gathered on the beach to watch a lot have turned away and gone back now that this service is 
presumably over there were some people at gay head earlier today who had flowers and once they saw the 
ship pass by them on the way back to woods hole they said that they would throw those flowers into the sea 
in honor of john f kennedy jr frank mike um the weather uh looks a bit hazy from here maybe that's through 
the lens of the camera those people that you're talking about who are coming out are there a lot of them 
there were about 30 just right to behind our camera earlier uh there were many many more up at gay head 
and this is a long beach it's about five or six miles long frank uh and there were people all along at various 
points along the beach and on the beach itself you can't see it the philbin beach is hidden behind the dunes 
here uh by the way these are the dunes and the beaches where debris has washed up over the last few days 
debris from the aircraft a small bit of carpeting the ceiling of the aircraft some luggage and items like that 
very small items and and still every day a search is undertaken here by people on those all-terrain vehicles 
and people on foot looking for things and the public here knows that if they find something to call the police 
you know in general here frank on martha's vineyard and especially this section of martha's vineyard the gay 
head area which is in the far southwest tip you know john kennedy jr people here who who live here say that 
he had a real affinity for this area and they remember him you know on the beach or up at gay head at those 
little shops up there where you can get some fried clams or a lobster roll for seven bucks or a cup of coffee 
they remember him coming up there and they they describe 





coming up there and they they describe him as just a normal guy and they had a great deal of respect for 
him because uh to them he was just a normal guy and this was a place that the kennedys could come to and 
not be gawked at uh martha's vineyard they were just another set of people who who lived here and who 
played here and uh the the estate of jacqueline kennedy onassis is a very short distance away from here the 
burial at sea occurred pretty much opposite that property uh we don't know if that was the wish of john f 
kennedy jr that that the burial at sea take place across from that estate it was willed to john junior and 
caroline uh after the death of their mother jacqueline and uh it's still held in trust we understand but overall 
here it's it's it's it's been a very sad time frank uh for people it's it's vacation time here and there are 
thousands of people on this island but the decibel level of people having fun is lowered over the past two 
days since the bodies were discovered frank that's your thanks well this is a moment aboard that ship for the 
family but there will be more moments in the days ahead where the family will be joined by others still in fairly 
closed and private moments of reflection and remembrance john king joins us now from the white house 
some of those who'll be joining in will be the first family john that's right frank the president the first lady 
hillary rodham clinton and chelsea clinton we're told will travel to new york city tomorrow morning to attend 
that service at the saint thomas moore church in manhattan the president or the first lady for that matter have 
no speaking role we're told they will attend the service and then quickly come back to washington perhaps 
have some brief private meetings with members of the kennedy family the white house saying absolutely 
nothing today about these services at sea deliberately deferring to the wishes of the families for some 
privacy the president is off today in fact in lansing michigan conducting business as usual he at this hour is 
criticizing republican tax cut plans here at the white house though aid still keeping track not only of the 
services it see today but the ongoing investigation sources 





but the ongoing investigation sources telling us they expect the national transportation safety board to within 
the next day or two complete its recovery efforts underwater of the wreckage of the plane and as carl rotell 
has been reporting for days six to nine months before they expect that report but the president indeed will 
attend those services tomorrow at the invitation of the kennedy family john i was so struck yesterday and 
during the president's news conference that his very heartfelt uh uh comments about john f kennedy jr when 
he visited the white house it was clear that for this president john f kennedy represented much not the least 
of which was a connection to the president that mr clinton so celebrated certainly this president has a great 


affinity for the late president kennedy and for the entire kennedy family a very close political relationship with 
senator edward kennedy much more of a social relationship with john kennedy jr the president has recalled 
to aids we're told in recent days his attendance here for state dinners his attendance here in march of 1998 
for an event honoring the space program and his father's role in getting the u.s committed to landing a man 
on the moon the president saying he found john kennedy jr and his wife carolyn to be quite intriguing young 
people and he admired them we're told for the way they had found a way to stay out of the public spotlight 
that so follows the kennedy family mrs clinton tells aides that she sought out not only jacqueline kennedy 
onassis before her death but also john kennedy jr as well at social events to ask him how he handled the 
media spotlight as mrs clinton tried to protect chelsea clinton from that very same spotlight so obviously this 
president has a great affinity for the kennedy family and the kennedy legacy in general but he said he was 
quite struck by this young man in particular all right john thanks to new york now new york city deborah 
ferrick is standing by deborah well frank this line is now really growing uh behind me it now stretches two 
whole buildings it covers john f kennedy's apartment building and then passes by even a second building 
one man who i spoke to is from the dominican republic he moved here three years ago and now lives 





moved here three years ago and now lives in the bronx in new york city he brought his two cents he says 
because he really wanted to teach them about the kennedys about their contribution and also about the 
confidence to follow and fulfill your own dream many new signs have been put up one says a brief shining 
moment and it has the birth date and the death date of john kennedy jr there are numerous letters they are 
addressed directly to the families to the kennedy and the beset families and one man put up a sign with lyrics 
from an elton john song that says johnny can you come out and play in our empty garden this impact the 
impact of this tragedy really transcends nationalities and there's a sign from cuba for john and his wife 
carolyn and their sister-in-law lauren bessette and what's interesting of course about the classroom cuba is 
the relationship john junior's father president kennedy had with cuba back in the 1960s with the whole cuban 
missile crisis clearly john kennedy jr has been embraced by many countries and many nationalities and when 
people arrive online they don't know what to expect but then all of a sudden their eyes well up with tears that 
reporting live from new york back to you frank and now back to the seas uh off martha's vineyard and uh 
frank buckley who's aboard ship there frank frank uh we believe that uh the uss briscoe is now heading back 
uh toward woods hole or at least back toward the vineyard sound first of all apologies for the slight chop here 
in the seas but we're having some an occasional wake that we're having to cross through but just a few 
moments ago uh between 12 and 12 15 the uss frisco which was headed out to sea turned around and let 
me show you what it is doing now it is a steaming back toward the direction of the vineyard sound the uss 
briscoe the ship aboard which this burial at sea was to take place 
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was to take place uh it is now steaming at uh somewhere between 15 and 20 knots it went out at 
approximately 18 knots and it appears to be returning down the same at the same speed in the direction uh 
heading back toward vineyard sound what it will probably do is cross the path of the gay head lighthouse in 
fact it's almost even with it right now and then it will uh cut back into the vineyard sound we believe that in 
fact that is what it is doing because it has changed direction the uss frisco has a crew of 345 on board anda 
number of members of the kennedy family so they are now heading back we believe uh it's if we presume 
that the ceremony is over because in fact it has changed course and is heading in the utter other direction 
frank frank buckley thanks and so for the family the choice was to return jfk jr to the uh ocean he loved so 
much in life it was his refuge it was his recreation it was his respite from the gawkers and the curious and it's 
now his final resting place along with his young wife and her sister burt no proof is next stuart okay okay we 
continue our ongoing coverage here at cnn thank you for joining us john f kennedy jr didn't want his final 
resting place to become a spectacle today the atlantic ocean became that final resting place as his family 
scattered his ashes at sea during a private civilian ceremony aboard a navy ship defense secretary william 
cohen personally approved a request by senator ted kennedy to use the navy ship in the burial at sea the 
ceremony for jfk jr his wife carolyn bessette kennedy and her sister lauren bessette was held on the uss 


briscoe paul stillwell you work with the naval institute tell me what is a the difference between a civilian burial 
at sea versus a naval burial let's see this is not a that's not official navy barrier what's the difference it would 
probably have a number of the same elements it's 
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number of the same elements it's really comparable to a graveside service in a cemetery ashore there would 
be military honors if it were a former service member in this case those would not be there but there's 
certainly a naval component of this in the views this morning i noticed that rear admiral black the navy's 
deputy chief of chaplains was on board the briscoe he probably had prayers and scripture something that 
would certainly be in keeping with the religious theme of that the captain of the ship may have had a part uh 
typically there's a honor guard of rifleman who fired three volleys uh whether that was a part of this ceremony 
i don't know then a very solid moment and i'm sure the the crew was extremely respectful because of the 
event the ashes the urn or container would be opened up and the wind would take them away floating off 
and then to the sea for their final resting place paul uh we know that john f Kennedy was not a member of the 
of the navy does is a waiver required before this kind of uh event could happen to be on a naval a vessel i 
don't know the regulations my guess is yes when it took a personal decision by secretary cohen but i would 
guess also that given the unusual circumstances here really extraordinary that no one would begrudge it is it 
unprecedented though for a civilian to get this type of barrel i mean it seems it seems at least i haven't heard 
of it before but is there a history of this uh there have must have been some i don't know specific cases but 
sometimes perhaps it would be the family of a service member a surviving widow after the man had died and 
in a sense john kennedy is a surviving member from his father who was in the navy all right joining us now is 
father john gallon father gallen how does canon law address this kind of burial at sea well the canon law of 
the catholic church 
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church was constantly focused on the developments of our human understanding over the ages and we 
noticed that there was quite a development there um the church never resisted cremation as such but the 
concern of the church was always the motives for cremation and sometimes those motives were things like 
showing uh feeling that the body was inconsequential could be dismissed didn't count at all or might even be 
perhaps evil and also a motive that sometimes was focused on the idea that there was no such thing as an 
afterlife well wherever the church noticed that kind of motivation going on church resisted cremation not 
because of cremation but because of the motives and so therefore in the code of canon law in 1917 the 
church forbade cremation because of the motivation that changed though when the code was revised in 
1983 and the the the same kind of motivation was not noticed and therefore uh the church did not resist 
cremation always puts in though uh the the the text states unless cremation has been chosen for reasons 
which are contrary to christian teaching be very careful but not resisting cremation all right we're now going 
to go to the kennedy compound in hyannis port massachusetts where we're joined by cnn's martin savage 
martin who is at the kennedy compound now and do we know who left earlier and is on board the shift where 
the burial service is going on well if you wanted a specific head count by name i'm afraid we can't bring that 
to you what we do know is that this morning the only person seen leaving the compound here was senator 
edward kennedy he did so actually about two hours before that service was scheduled to begin and he was 
the only one who left the compound here it is really not that surprising when you you think back on how many 
uh kennedy family members would take part in this service it's a very simple 
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in this service it's a very simple service it's a solemn one it is easily carried out and it is quite possible that a 
number of the kennedy families family members it's quite an extended family could not possibly all have 
taken part there is another private memorial service that is planned in new york city so we know that senator 
edward kennedy left here we know that caroline kennedy schlossberg came down from her home in long 
island that at least the two of them perhaps more joined and went on board the u.s navy ship where that 


service was conducted all right thanks to martin savage who's at the kennedy compound in hyannisport 
massachusetts if i may uh rejoin father gallen for a moment father gallon this has been described as a civil 
service that is taking place on this navy navy ship but yet uh we know that uh that there are catholic clergy 
that are conducting it how do you how do you reconcile the two sir well i believe that the way the word was 
used earlier in the day they announced that it was a secular service and what they meant to imply by the use 
of that word was that it was a not a military so it was secular meaning non-military it did not mean non- 
religious so that was the way they were using the language so the the the um the ship has been made 
available for whatever service it was that the family wished which was of course in the case of the kennedys 
the catholic liturgy and uh and so there was no real difficulty in reconciling the two at all and sir would this 
would the service be similar to that kind of a to a mass that we would traditionally see uh for this kind of 
activity yes the liturgy used uh this morning in the uh in the burial at sea is exactly the same right that 
catholics use in cemeteries uh the catholic liturgy embraces the burial in the ground in a tomb or at sea the 
very same right used in all instances paul is the is the ceremony one i mean are the the procedure a 
traditional one or is this sort of whatever the 
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one or is this sort of whatever the family would probably want to do is the navy has certain rules and 
regulations the navy certainly has ways to do it and it brings tradition but it would probably be modified to suit 
the family's wishes the navy of necessity has been burying people at sea for centuries just because it was so 
often before modern times to bring the body back ashore now i'm curious i mean obviously this is this is uh 
the remains have been cremated but what in what in the instance where someone has not been cremated 
how is the procedure any different when the navy does it well the there's a board that's put perpendicular to 
the rail of the ship and men lined the sides of the board sort of as pallbearers the corpse wrapped up ina 
cloth shroud sort of made out of canvas and with an american flag over it there would be volleys of gunfire a 
prayer sort of like a graveside service which in this case it's very much corresponding to the playing of taps 
and then at the end of it the board is tilted up the body slides off into the sea the flag is retained and would 
be sent to the family all right joining me now is jim danaher joining us now is jim danaher formerly the ntsb 
jim we know that salvage is continuing uh in this uh in the death of the young john kennedy what exactly will 
they be looking for and what will some of the salvage tell us well it's um it's largely a process of elimination 
so they look at all the details of the wreckage that they can find in order to you know when you start out 
there's a universe of possible scenarios to explain the accident and with the advent of each piece of 
evidence uh quite often you narrow that which is plausible and that which can be ruled out so it's hoped that 
with this wreckage they can narrow that universe and make great strides toward focusing on the most likely 
um 
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focusing on the most likely um sequence of events that brought it about so they'll look principally at the 
structure of the aircraft initially to find out what parts are there and what may have parted from the aircraft all 
right well now we're joined by cnn's carl rochelle who's at woods hole massachusetts carl the burial is 
ongoing the burial at sea but what is the status of the investigation incredible the investigation is continuing 
one of the things uh that is still going on the uss grass the navy salvage ship that conducted operations i was 
told by navy officials had divers in the water at the time that the ceremony was going on and that is one of 
the reasons that they could not stop their operations to uh remember as they remembered during the 
memorial services during the burial to sea services because of course with divers in the water they had to 
support them they are still trying to recover as much of the remains of the aircraft as they can yesterday an 8 
to 10 foot section of the fuselage it wasn't characterized but by description it is likely that that was a section 
of the aircraft fuselage from roughly uh where the engine is separated and we do know that the engine the 
300 horsepower engine separated from the main part of the aircraft so likely this is the part behind the 
engine and through the cabin area back into where apparently it broke in that area both wings broke off they 
need to be recovered the engine needs to be recovered and of course the propeller whether the propeller 
may or may not still be attached to the engine likely it is but likely it is also bent around if the engine is 


developing a lot of power or even some power if it's rotating under its own strength when the aircraft hits the 
water of course the force of the water would stop the propeller turning rather quickly and that would result in 
things like perhaps a fracture in the crankshaft the twisting of the propellers and that's the kind of information 
that they can reverse engineer or back into and say okay because it is bent in this way and this far it means 
that the engine was developing full power and they can either rule the engine out upwards or down if 
possible they 
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out upwards or down if possible they likely will usually do take that engine put it up on a test stand see if they 
can start it and run it and get it to develop full power again a way to rule the engine in or out of the equation 
on this looking at the metal structure what they will do greta i hear the horn coming in if we get blasted by the 
horn that's the ferry back behind me but they will they will go through all of the different materials that they 
have collected they will reassemble it in a hangar now i understand from sources that they may very well 
wrap up the salvage operations sometime before the day is over today they would like to do that unclear uh 
whether they can get all of it up off of the bottom of the ocean in that area by the time they want to put today 
but it is likely that may happen it will all be transported to the hangar over at uh the coast guard air station on 
cape cod yeah yeah get off and get coast guard cutter the coast guard cutter will likely take them back to 
woods hole which is where they came aboard it's our understanding or it's our belief that at this point the 
burial at sea has concluded and now the ship is headed back into the vineyard sound roger thanks to cnn's 
frank buckley on the water off the coast of martha's vineyard jim um annabelle which transported the family 
to the bristol place earlier this morning uh the sanibel will uh drop the family off at the woods hole and they 
will then uh make the trek back to hyannis port this uh burial at sea is a centuries-old practice known officially 
as an at-sea committal it took place very near the site where john kennedy's small plane hit the water last 
friday evening and it capped an agonizing week for the families and the nation alike which as you know 
continued to grieve at the home outside the home of john kennedy in 
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home outside the home of john kennedy in manhattan cnn's martin savage and the white house 
correspondent chris black are outside the kennedy compound in hyannisport and and tell us more now about 
what the family plans are for uh tomorrow and later in the week well one of the things to bring up is regarding 
the burial let's see because i think initially to many people it was extremely surprising to hear that news was 
the fact that the kennedy family had also said that they did not want uh john kennedy junior's funeral to be 
turned into some sort of spectacle and also possibly that his gravesite may continue to act as that sort of 
drawing power to bring people in and uh traditionally and chris you can back me up i think on this is that the 
the kennedy family has found that one of the few places they can be alone is out on the ocean they rely on it 
heavily that's exactly right martin there's been an intense desire on the part of the family for privacy at this 
time family friends are reluctant to violate the family's wishes and say too much about what's going on at the 
compound or what the family plans are for their memorial services for john kennedy jr and his wife carolyn 
and lauren bessette uh john kennedy was not an elected public official and he was from probably the most 
press shy uh part of the family caroline kennedy schlossberg is one of the most private members of the 
kennedy family and family friends tell me that her wishes are very much in evidence here she was the one 
who urged the family to hold the services in a small church in manhattan sent thomas moore where their 
mother worshiped rather than go into a big cathedral where there would be many many more invited guests 
uh the family really is sort of uh turning inward at this time to mourn john kennedy with as much privacy as 
they possibly can maintain well we talk about the burial at sea and say how much it makes sense with the 
connection that the kennedy family has yet no one previous as far as i know had been buried at sea and and 
it does seem a bit out of the norm of the kennedy family but there were times that john kennedy himself 
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were times that john kennedy himself was somewhat out of the norm of the kennedy family well john 
kennedy jr i think that's right john kennedy jr was very uh much a unique individual as are most of the 
kennedys it's uh people sort of review the kennedys as a monolithic mass but in fact they are very individual 
very opinionated very unique people they they have very strong opinions they debate vigorously and uh in 
family council so they do come together once they've made a decision and john kennedy was uh very much 
his own man and uh this is uh not surprising another added point in terms of the burial at sea the reason that 
the family probably has never done this before is that catholic church teaching or rules on the issue of 
cremation have only changed in very recent years this is a very catholic family their faith is very important to 
them and they would never uh overtly flout church law and it's only been in very recent years that a 
cremation would be allowed and of course john kennedy's remains could not have been uh cast to the sea 
um had he not been cremated because of state and federal law we talk about the strong faith the family has 
they had a very private religious life and had a very public life they managed to keep the two very separate 
they did indeed and it is something that uh the kennedy family has worked very hard at over the years uh 
they john kennedy was john kennedy senior was the first catholic president of the united states of america 
something that was incredibly controversial during the 1960 presidential campaign and over the years the 
public kennedys have worked very hard to reconcile the religious and the secular part of their lives but it is a 
sort of family ethos that uh every kennedy must do something worthwhile and that is how they translate their 
religious beliefs into uh their private lives their in their work life talking on that commitment now with the loss 
of john jr i presume the entire family sort of recommits themselves to the services they were doing for the 
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doing for the public good they were doing the that's how they carry on from here well it is how they have 
carried on in the past martin this is a family that has sustained tremendous loss over the years and with each 
loss they do seem to find some strength and go forward senator ted kennedy in particular has been 
remarkable in that regard he has seen extraordinary loss and suffered extraordinary loss in his life and this 
family lost another kennedy cousin just 19 months ago remember michael kennedy john kennedy jr's cousin 
died in a skiing accident that just really devastated the family and one of the sad things that struck me about 
this tragedy even though it's incredibly tragic in and of its own right is that it came just as the family was 
having its first big family celebration since michael's death they were going to have a big family celebration 
for rory kennedy's wedding last weekend which of course has been postponed so there was this wonderful 
anticipation at the beginning of the weekend and they had they were having a wonderful time they were filled 
with joy and within hours we're just devastated again and one of the things that natalie that we have been 
observing here was the reaction of the community here and of course neighbors and chris and i were talking 
about how there was sort of that sense of awkwardness during the search and recovery when it was uh 
search and recovery after it was a search and rescue mission people here not quite knowing when to move 
in to express their condolences and there was sort of a signal that came out the signal came sunday night 
moments after senator ted kennedy faxed out his statement expressing his unspeakable grief and sadness 
at the loss of his nephew he had the american flag that flies right in front of his house at the head of the 
compound lowered to half staff and all the neighbors took that as a sign and many of them also have 
american flags in fact one neighbor has both an american flag and an irish flag and they said they were 
waiting for a sign from the senator they got it sunday night and they've all followed this neighborhood this is a 
very conservative neighborhood you don't see sort of the outpouring you say see in new york city 





new york city they don't react quite that way but it doesn't mean it's about his heartfelt oh no these are people 
this is a classic new england reserve though there are many people who vacation in this area who are not 
new englanders native new englanders but most of the people and many of the people in this neighborhood 
have been here for generations uh the kennedys are very much part of the scenery here they've been their 
neighbors for years and years they know them all very well and they are very very respectful of the 
kennedy's need for privacy uh they know them possibly as well as anyone does and that their uh their 
restrained response reflects that a privacy respected and emotional trauma that is shared by many in this 


community lou and natalie martin savage and chris black at hyannisport we're watching a picture if you've 
just joined us on the uss briscoe carrying the kennedy family after a burial at sea for jfk junior and lauren and 
carolyn bessette is now returning to woods hole massachusetts and louis the freeman family is on board as 
well the brother and stepfather and sister of lauren gazette and carolyn defect kennedy and they issued a 
statement thanking everyone who assisted in the exalted search quoting now we believe that our children 
are with us in spirit each and every moment and that is what helped sustain us and again john kennedy his 
ashes uh returned to waters where he enjoyed sailing kayaking even reportedly searched for a sunken pirate 
ship at one point in his life so the kennedy family is on its way as i said to woods hole massachusetts they 
will be transferred from the uss briscoe here to the coast guard cutter sanibel and then we'll make their way 
to woods hole where cnn's uh carl rochelle is stationed right now keeping watch carl what's it like there lou 
uh a small crowd here but uh the crowd comes and goes the place we are located is the uh the perry 
terminal that goes across from woods hold over to martha's vineyard but right back over my right shoulder in 
this area just beyond the bow of the the gay head the fairy gay 





bow of the the gay head the fairy gay head is where the the destroyer came this morning to briscoe and 
that's where it was anchored when the transfer took place between the coast guard cutter sanibel and the 
briscoe and we assumed the same thing the sanibel went out with the briscoe it helped provide the security 
perimeters that had been set up provided and it will escort it back in and take the kennedy family and the 
families of the uh of uh lauren draset and uh carolyn kennedy bersette carolyn bessette kennedy will take 
them back on to shore after this is all over with we might point out that the officials at the faa told us that a 
prohibited restricted zone for aviation was established in the area where the burial at sea was taking place 
they didn't give us the location but they put a restriction in effect from an area around five miles from the 
center of that a circle of 10 mile diameter circle around that area from the surface of the ocean all the way up 
to infinity and it was a tfn until further notice the term we understand in the in the broadcast business but so 
further notice uh and i'm not sure exactly how long that will say it but that it's designed to keep the curiosity 
seekers away and afford the family of privacy and of course uh that was as best i know was honored uh not 
aware of any airplanes trying to violate that area it would be considered uh serious and someone could lose 
their pilot's license for doing something like that but that restriction was put out in the form of what's called a 
no tam a notice to airmen and was available to all pilots who might have any reason to venture into that area 
at all the investigation into the crash of the airplane what caused it what caused the plane to go down in the 
water is continuing the wreckage of what it is brought up likely to be in fact we know it to be being brought to 
a coast guard air station hangar at cape cod where it will be reassembled and that's not to say the airplane 
will be rebuilt like you saw with twa 800 where they actually built a frame and reconstructed the aircraft but 
they will lay it out in the form that the aircraft would have been in 





that the aircraft would have been in with the wings out on each side the engine they'll put it back in front of 
the part of the fuselage that they saw it was uh roughly eight to ten feet of the fuselage was recovered 
yesterday and none of that to our knowledge has been brought ashore yet but we expect it to be brought 
ashore in a reasonably soon period of time that will be only a part of the equation as they go into the 
investigation trying to determine why the airplane crash a number of things will be looked at the pilot records 
of john f kennedy as as they exist there are some interesting factors that one looks at when one gets a 
renewable medical certificate then the pilot's hours are listed on that medical certificate when you apply for it 
so you know exactly how many hours the pilot has that time but the interesting thing is for an individual who's 
under 40 years of age and of course john kennedy was a certificate is good for three years so he would be 
working on his medical certificate that he got as a student natalie lou all right we also have senior 
correspondent jeff block there in that area where the briscoe is now moving in it's quite a scene there against 
these vacation homes uh just lost to see this that's right natalie i am here and indeed all morning long we've 
been talking to folks that typically vacation along here and uh some of them have even pulled chairs out to 
watch uh what is unfolding uh before their eyes as the briscoe moves behind uh uh the island out there and 


so it comes out of our camera shot i'm gonna ask spike if he would pull out to the blue tent perhaps uh if we 
move uh well maybe we're on the other camera now but over on this side uh we see the blue tents where 
everyone uh arrived this morning about 15 members of the kennedy family including of course senator 
kennedy maria shriver and of course caroline they are expected to come back once uh the briscoe reaches a 
point out there where it stops of course the sanibel as we've mentioned uh we'll go ahead and make the 
transfer and the sanibel will then uh will move back on into 
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back on into coast guard station woods hole which is perhaps you know the place that which was the original 
command uh location for the search and then uh uh was the command location for the search for the uh for 
the water search uh as we said the the blue tent uh is where we expect folks will gather again and then uh 
depart via motorcade uh back on uh perhaps to hyannis natalie jeff i was uh curious about the crowd we 
could hear the crowd behind carl not so much behind you so i don't get an idea exactly where you are but it 
looked like the security at a coast guard station as you might imagine was tight enough so the curiosity 
seekers would not be able to crowd the kennedys is there some deference being shown the kennedys oh 
you bet it's impossible to get right down to where uh where the the sanibel will dock that's being uh cut off 
where we are standing right now it's kind of difficult for there to be a crowd because we're right alongaa 
road it's one lane in either direction and a very small sidewalk and we're perched on that sidewalk a foot or 
two perhaps on into the road so it's not possible for many people to get along here but i can tell you it is lined 
up people shoulder to shoulder in some sense uh here along route 28 in woods hole a lot of people 
interested in seeing this spectacle unfold before them and jeff what happens once the kennedys disembark 
from the sanibel well i i would be honest and tell you that i don't know exactly what uh they have planned we 
do believe that at some point after they congregate inside the uh the blue tent as we hear traffic move by on 
route 28 uh they will uh get back into the motorcade and then head on back to uh hyannis we believe all right 
jeff locke thank you we'll be back in touch with you we also have cnn's mike betcher uh he is he's on the uh 
he's up sheldon beach which is on the flip side of the scene that we're seeing here he's near the area where 
the wreckage recovery effort is going on and mike if you'll join us now and set 





and mike if you'll join us now and set the scene there mike apparently is out of touch if you have uh just uh 
tuned in and missed the uh the earlier uh events of the morning this is the uss briscoe a destroyer carrying 
the kennedy family back to martha's vineyard the woods hole coast guard station there will be a transfer at 
some point here in the harbor from the briscoe to the u.s coast guard cutter sanibel the kennedys will be 
taken to the woods hole coast guard station and then be transferred to wherever they want to be transferred i 
imagine some of them will be returning to the kennedy compound in hyannis it's sort of the reverse of what 
we saw this morning when the sanibel took the kennedys to the briscoe upon which there was a burial at sea 
uh which ended uh not too long ago of course they won't be at the compound for long because they'll be 
going to new york for tomorrow's uh memorial for don kennedy and carolyn bessette kennedy and memorial 
for her sister lauren will be held in connecticut saturday night well let me go back now to carl rachelle they're 
at woods hole and carl you were talking about the recovery of this aircraft have they uh have they recovered 
or at least located all the major pieces of this plane that they would have liked to have found for the 
investigation natalie they have found always a shocker when that horn blows i gotta tell you you jumped but 
let's what i was about to tell you if you can see back here before the ferry moves out passing the beyond the 
tall buoy with the two white uh diamonds and the two red diamonds you can see the briscoe down below 
there are two buoys very close to the water the furthest one to this side is where the briscoe dropped the 
anchor this morning and stayed there and waited for the Kennedys to come alongside they put the ladder 
down for them to climb on board the ship on the starboard or right side 





starboard or right side of the briscoe and that's where we expected to do that and now that the ferry is taking 
us out of the picture here for just a minute i'll take you a little bit more on the operation to recover we were 
told by navy officials that the dives were continuing even as the memorial service was going on they had 
divers in the water and could not stop that they are hard hat divers which means that they are supported 
from the surface of the ship by lines bringing compressed air down to them divers don't breathe oxygen at 
that level they breathe compressed air and uh they also are in communications they have communications 
lines and usually in that situation with 53 degree water temperature they pump a bit of warm water into the 
suit to sort of ward off the effects of hypothermia that could affect anyone down in that area they are 
continuing to try to pick up the parts of the aircraft we do know that really they had located at least almost all 
of the principal parts they wanted both wings were broken off but they had been located in a position on each 
side of the fuselage an eight to ten foot section of the fuselage was raised yesterday we were told that by 
admiral richard larabee the coast guard officer in charge of all of this and uh back to oh okay let's go back to 
lou all right carl we're now hooked up with uh mike betcher who's on philbin beach carl mentioned the 
recovery effort continues mike has been able to get a look at that mike what do you got well lou the uh uss 
grasp is uh offshore about seven and a half miles where it has been we'll take a look at it uh the difference is 
from yesterday uh there would have been probably six to seven ships out there yesterday including coast 
guard cutters and noaa vessels today there's only the grass and one other vessel which we understand to be 
a coast guard buoy tender but those operations as carl said continue on through the day now about four 
miles in front of the grasp is where the burial at sea occurred around midday 
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the burial at sea occurred around midday the uss briscoe lingered off the coast drifting with the current for 
about an hour as the ceremony took place and then turned around and went back to woods hole this 
operation is supposed to continue probably for one more day those hardhat divers as uh carl said are 
beneath there at about 115 feet and it's cold water temperature but these hard hat divers are able to 
withstand it and linger more at the bottom what was interesting today was to gauge the reaction of the people 
who live here who came down to the beach today to to witness the burial at sea one man told me he said 
look uh he said i lived here used to see john kennedy skating by or bicycling by he was a very nice man and i 
just wanted to pay my respects he said this is about three miles it's as close as anybody in the world is going 
to get to it and i wanted to come down here another woman came up and was talking about the generations 
and said well look around most of the people around here are our age which is middle-aged uh they're either 
in their 40s or or 50s and certainly they were and she said to my generation uh growing up watching the 
kennedys and witnessing the tragedies and watching the funerals she said today i feel like another little bit 
died inside of me so it's been a very subdued place this martha's vineyard people here very sad that that uh 
it happened not that it just happened here but that it happened at all luke betcha on philbin beach natalie we 
go back now to correspondent jeff block who's at woods hole that's what the family set out from uh this 
morning let's look at the uh scene from there jeff indeed natalie we're watching for the sanibel that is what uh 
what they went out on before and as you can see uh perhaps from our vantage point here i know you've got 
more than one vantage point but uh but this ship is in about the position 





but this ship is in about the position where it needs to be uh and then the sandoval will come on along this is 
now what everyone sort of has been waiting for here we're not really in a position to spin our camera around 
but we are perched along route 28 here in woods hole and tremendous traffic on this road now a lot of 
people slowing down to watch and perhaps it's some of what mike butcher had to say about what this family 
does mean it's a bit of a tourist attraction but i think it goes well beyond that a lot of people feeling a kinship 
here there are a lot of people in woods hole in particular and all along the cape people that come back to 
these same communities every uh every summer a lot of us take different vacations to different places but a 
lot of these people have been coming to the same resort for 20 30 years some of them uh and so feel a real 
kinship with this area and everything about it and of course the kennedy family is one big thing about it it's 
like i'm going to ask you to go move back on from the ship now perhaps over to over to coast guard station 


woods hole which is where they will eventually end up again we'll show you the blue tent and i'm peering 
along the pier there for uh sight of the sanibel and at this point we don't see it earlier on this morning the 
sanibel was the uh was the ship that took uh the wreaths as well as three flags uh out out to to meet the uh 
the briscoe i'm sorry i went out of my head from i went out to meet the briscoe i then returned and then ferry 
the family on out and at this point i do not see yet the sanibel so we will continue to watch for it here as 
everyone does perched out here along route 28 overlooking uh coast guard station woods hole natalie blue 
all right jeff we all also want to point out that when they set out on the bell this morning the family carried 
three wreaths with red yellow and white flowers and three folded american flags with them and the kennedy 
family has said that a 
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and the kennedy family has said that a private celebratory mass for jfk junior and his wife will be held 
tomorrow at 11 a.m eastern time at the saint thomas moore church in manhattan that's a church that seats 
about 500 people and where jacqueline kennedy of nasa's worship president clinton and first lady hillary 
rodham clinton and some members of congress will be attending that and i emphasize private service 
tomorrow the kennedy family was given special permission by the u.s navy for this feed burial this morning 
aboard the uss briscoe which in turn was approved by u.s defense secretary william cohen so this went 
pretty high up to be granted today so we are watching uh the uss briscoe waiting for the coast guard cutter 
sanibel to pick up the Kennedys and take him back to the dock carl rochelle is at woods hole where all of this 
is taking place and uh carl what do you see over there well let me just pass something on to you lou uh of 
course has confirmed to me that the uss grass the uh salvage ship that is working off of the coast of martha's 
vineyard plans to complete its work today up anchor and be in newport rhode island the newport naval base 
actually middletown rhode island by tomorrow morning uh roughly eight o'clock to offload the wreckage that it 
has picked up from the bottom so they are near completing that task they do plan to finish up today head on 
into newport rhode island and offload the wreckage and we know of course that it will be transported back to 
the coast guard air station on cape cod which is roughly or about 10 miles from where i am standing now that 
is where the national transportation safety board will do a uh a reconstruct and again not to imply that they're 
going to rebuild it back together in a frame like they did in twa 800 but lay it out on the floor look at it in the 
order of what an airplane would look like and try to determine what they can from it about uh what caused 
the 





from it about uh what caused the airplane to go down again the grass finishing up its work and heading into 
newport tomorrow let me take a look over my shoulder lou and see what i can see right now the looks like 
the navy ship has gone on past the pilings and is in the area i can see it now you will not be able to see it 
with the camera that i am working on but you can see it on mark's camera he's looking over uh past the bow 
of the gay head the gate had one of the ferries that has pulled up at this ferry dock here and the ship as it did 
this morning it came into the area dropped the hook in navy terms put the anchor over the side and made the 
ship stand too and it the tide tended to pick it up and swing it around a little bit so it swung around the anchor 
a little bit left a little bit right but they will hold right there and put down a ladder and what they're going to put 
down is not the uh not the sea ladder in the sense that you uh you see i see a lot of one of the rope riders 
hanging over the ship because uh i've been up and down one of those things and boy i got to tell you even in 
calm seas that you've got to really uh be able to climb one of those things and know what you're doing so i'm 
sure they have put down the side ladder just sort of like a staircase that angles down to the side and uh 
perhaps a little flat platform on the bottom so the civilians who are not used to climbing up and down the side 
of navy ships and i confess i'm not either that's why i suppose it was difficult but so that they can make their 
way down and then they'll be put on the coast guard cutter sanibel and uh taken on back in to the coast 
guard station and of course be taken back to the kennedy compound i might note mike battery was talking 
about the the buoy tender being out there one of the reasons for bringing a buoy tender in to work on the 
operations where they are trying to take uh salvage uh equipment from the boss salvage parts of the 


wreckage from the bottom is a buoy tender rolling light is to take those huge buoys for navigation some of 
them are several feet in diameter to take them and lift them out of the water clean them up sometimes they 
need repairing sometimes they need replacing sometimes they just take a whole bunch 





sometimes they just take a whole bunch of them in bring them ashore repair them and replace them with 
others as they go around they are rather large and that gives this ship the lifting capability that is needed 
probably by itself to lift a major part of the uh of the aircraft the piper aircraft out of the water the one that john 
kennedy was flying but we do know those big parts were in the primary area and they are to be put aboard 
the grass and they are to be brought back in and off loaded at newport rhode island tomorrow and one 
assumes a flatbed truck or something along that line to bring them back in surface transportation at least to 
bring them back into the coast guard air station to continue that investigation lou that's what we're seeing 
now we're waiting out there for the coast guard cutter it takes a it takes them a little while to put the the stuff 
over the side for the people to go down ladders and navy terms staircases and civilian turns and they have to 
be secured in the side it is not terribly difficult because the water is reasonably calm around this area it is a it 
is a lovely day here at woods hole that's where we are sunshining a few clouds in the sky reasonably calm 
so there won't be a great deal of swell going up and down on the side of the ship that can make it difficult to 
uh debark from one embark on the other but we're waiting for that to happen right now lou all right and as he 
was talking about congrats being hooked uh we saw that happened their car also anchors down and carl as i 
understand we're trying to get our bearings here as you face the camera jeff flock is to your left is that correct 
uh i think if jeff block is uh is jeff at the coast guard saying he's going to be to my right oh boy he would be off 
in this direction from where i am okay i am right this is where this is where the ferries operate right here and 
right straight across the coast guard station and jeff i think that's where you are all right is around a little point 
of land mark can you show them the point of land from your camera position if he can swing a little bit uh 
around to the left he could see the point of land and that is where the sanibel the coast guard cutter will uh 
come around in that area and go around to where jeff flock is and uh 





flock is and uh and the people will get off there and i understand that has happened lou while i was talking all 
right let's fly let's go on up there now and check in with jeff flock yeah i'm just uh scanning the horizon now as 
best i can and boy i don't i still don't see it i still do not see the sanibel the point of land that carl was talking 
about is off to the right there uh and yes carl is over by where the uh where all the ferries take off uh the 
martha's fair uh vineyard ferries take off in fact we saw one uh just a short time ago that had uh every uh so 
often i think it's every what is it every half hour every one hour they leave from here blow the horn and move 
on past you know this coast guard station here uh coast guard station woods hole i guess perhaps in some 
sense not surprising it is one of the busiest coast guard stations in the nation we are told in terms of water 
rescue as you might imagine there is an awful lot of water and an awful lot of land that sticks out in it and of 
course that makes for uh typically a lot of action on the part of the coast guard so this um i suppose if you're 
gonna do a water rescue and it didn't come to that but this would be about the best place to do it because 
these would be some of the most experienced coast guard uh men and women in the country uh to pull that 
off so jeff you mentioned that you did not know exactly uh what the kennedy plans are once they got to uh 
the dock there do you know how they arrived this morning the gathering process uh it did appear that they 
came from different directions uh uh and i was not there but uh we had a crew out at the airport this morning 
waiting for caroline kennedy glossberg to come in we did not see her come in but we are led to believe that 
she did not go and you may know this better than i but that she did not go to the compound first but made 
her way directly here whether or not they went by motorcade and whether or not they would all gather 
together and head back to the compound or whether they would go their separate ways i guess remains to 
be seen we had ai think tommy our director who's a pilot said 





tommy our director who's a pilot said that caroline flew in you know that for a fact um i don't know if she 
came to the airport did she come to the airport i don't know i'm not getting an answer to that question but 
that's something i heard this morning she lives on long island does he not i i do see now it's like being able to 
see the coast guard is able to see the coast guard uh a small boat coming in uh this i do not believe no to be 
the sanibel it's a much much larger craft obviously but this is another coast guard boat coming in while we 
wait and if anyone's just joining us uh we'll remind our viewers that the kennedy family and the freeman 
family the mother and stepfather and sister of lauren bessette and carolyn kennedy detect have just uh been 
involved in a farewell at sea scattering ashes of their loved ones they are on this navy destroyer which is 
called the uss briscoe they set out i believe just after nine o'clock this morning it was almost an hour to where 
they stopped and had the ceremony which was just uh i believe two or three miles from the area where the 
plane carrying the three piloted by don kennedy crashed they were near that area where they held the 
ceremony this morning also on the uss briscoe are of course his sister uh caroline kennedy his uncle senator 
edward kennedy and uh john kennedy's cousins maria schreiber and william kennedy smith among them we 
have martin savage back who is outside the kennedy compound at hyannis we've been kind of poking 
around here martin trying to find out or figure out what the kennedys have planned after they arrive at the 
dock uh here do you have any idea what's going to happen next no there hasn't been any clear indication lou 
it is uh not known whether the entourage those were involved with that memorial service will be heading 





that memorial service will be heading back here to the compound there is no clear indication no sign of 
increased police activity or any sort of arrangement that has been made that would be a tip-off that they may 
be coming this way uh it's thought possibly and i underlined possibly that caroline kennedy frostburg could 
come back here because of course she knows the compound well her other family members are here but um 
again there is no confirmation that we have received in any way shape or form as to sort of how it progresses 
from here the kennedy family has been very private with these matters as as they should be it's 
understandable and what exactly takes place once they get onshore is not known blue we do know uh while 
we talk here martin we're seeing a picture of the briscoe in the harbor we have just seen some coast guard 
vessels and i've just been told that those smaller vessels were used to clear the harbor you've noticed in the 
last few minutes sailboats and other boats going by well there's one now so i guess the harbor isn't 
completely cleared but once they clear it um apparently that's when the sanibel will move in to pluck the 
kennedys off the briscoe and take them to shore and i'm sure it's comforting uh martin at such a solemn 
event that the kennedys are carrying this out at a place where they have been afforded much privacy in their 
very public lives well it's it's interesting to talk about you know as we started uh the burial let's see how this 
all came about uh the ocean the sea here has obviously been a great drawing point for the kennedy family 
that's why they located here in the first place but also in their lives which uh so much of it has been in front of 
the public eye or in front of the camera's lens the ocean has been one of the few places where they can go 
and be alone and yet be with themselves and in fact throughout the course of this tragedy almost on a daily 
basis we have seen some of the kennedy family 





we have seen some of the kennedy family members particularly in those very grim days when it was not 
known when the faith was that went for a sale so the ocean for them is is an escape and that's why the burial 
at sea is also a means of conducting a very private ceremony outside of land away from the cameras away 
from any possible intrusion and then once more of course they're going to come back on land and they'll 
come back to the compound and the media will be here all right there's been a delay uh martin and we're 
going to check back in with carl rochelle who can tell us what that's all about lou i think uh here if i can give 
you a little bit of an explanation why it's taking a while you notice that the last time we looked at the picture 
that the briscoe the destroyer had was a little further down that way what they have done is they have uh 
maybe part of drop the hook put the anchor board and of course the big flukes you see on it need to be set 
you can't just drop it on the bottom so they drop the anchor down and back down a little bit to set it and puta 
little tension on it so they can hold in position and we believe if we can take a close look coming up toward 


the bow of the destroyer is the uh the coast guard cutter sanibel there was a coast guard patrol boat a small 
boat that came by just a uh a minute or so before and we've been looking uh quite frankly uh these are rather 
uh giant economy binoculars and uh there are a handful let me just stay with me a second let's take a look 
and see that's what we are seeing yes yeah yeah there is uh apparently the sanibel has moved in and 

moves on the uh on the starboard side of the uh the destroyer and that would be the right-hand side standing 
on front looking toward the bow that would be this side and that is the same side that they took the family i 
put the family on board earlier and uh this is the side they had put the ladder down and likely decided they're 
going to put the ladders down this time to take them off so the uh the sanibel apparently the binoculars are 
good but they're not quite good enough to be able to read the name of the cutter from this distance we can't 
see activity 





from this distance we can't see activity around on board the ship and could see navy personnel on board so 
looks like they're moving into position and the uh the destroyer did back down quite a bit and seems to be 
holding that position right now so we could expect sanibel alongside momentarily and expect the uh the 
families of john f kennedy jr his wife and his sister-in-law to be taken off and the trip back into the compound 
where jeff flock is staying should not take terribly long sanibel is a a reasonably fast small corridor the coast 
guard by the way calls an awful lot of their uh their ships their boats cutters but this is one of the ones that is 
referred to as a cutter and it will take the uh the families and take them back to shore that should be 
happening pretty quickly but from the perspective that we have we are not like on the other side i know that 
jeff's camera i am told that you can see it from the other side i can't see the uh sanibel from this side but uh 
we apparently are able to get a picture of it a little later on all right jeff go ahead we can't see it yeah we really 
can't see it here it's like go ahead as tight as you can and perhaps behind it i just had a set of binoculars to 
have a look and it of course is on the other side of your cameras i don't know where we have another 
camera have we got something in the air or not i don't know if we do but well i think we're not able to see it 
from the air right now but it is on the other side of the ship as carl says it's on the starboard side and if you 
look close with a pair of binoculars uh you can see uh the ship through the uh through the mast of uh of the 
briscoe uh and it does now appear that the harbor clearing has been completed the small boat that you saw 
earlier went around to each of the the craft that are now in the harbor and said anyone basically who wants 
to get out go ahead and get out now but we don't want to have any traffic when the sanibel comes on in even 
though as carl points out it'll become it'll come in relatively rapidly so uh i think that we are at the ready right 
now all that remains is for folks to be transferred and the uh and the journey to uh to commence how busy is 
that uh harvard jeff is everyone just being sort of held at 





is everyone just being sort of held at bay until the sanibel gets in is that yeah there were a couple of uh boats 
that were looking to get out what the as i said what the small boat the coast guard small boat did was went 
around and said if you're leaving basically now go leaving you'll want to leave go ahead and leave now clear 
out a couple of them did and the rest of them are all now at anchor and there is no other activity in the harbor 
so i think we're ready here right uh we know that uh viewers check in every few minutes with us and if you're 
just checking in what you're seeing is the uss briscoe uh containing several members of the kennedy family 
just having returned uh from a burial at sea for jfk junior his wife carolyn and her sister lauren they have been 
uh docked here in the vineyard harbor and are boarding now the uh the coast guard cutter sanibel which is 
on the other side of the briscoe and once uh that boarding has been completed you will see the sanibel 
emerge from around the other side of that ship and head into woods hole coast guard uh docking station for 
uh disembarkation and uh and we presume uh several will be returning to hyannis port after that and and as 
we've been reporting there will be a memorial tomorrow morning in manhattan uh at the uh small church 
where jacqueline kennedy uh worshiped during her life these families that the freeman family also on board 
this destroyer the family of lauren and carolyn they've had to endure a five-day vigil before the bodies were 
found yesterday and brought to cape cod and now their ashes have been scattered at sea this has also been 


a you know a nearly week-long grieving period for many people in this country as we've been showing you 
so many mementos and notes flowers left outside the manhattan apartment building of carolyn and john so 
many in fact that the kennedy family at one point sent three bands over to that spot to remove the 





bands over to that spot to remove the flowers and distribute them at children's hospitals and we're told as 
soon as the vans were filled so many people arrived there soon after that the flowers grew yet again and the 
crowds are now wrapped around the block apparently we'd also like to mention that the freeman family is 
aboard with the kennedys on the briscoe it's uh dr freeman and the mother of uh the bessette sisters who 
have joined the kennedys for this burial at sea and martin savage is at hyannis port where we assume uh 
many of the kennedys will be returning did they all gather there this morning before the ceremony uh martin 
how did that how did that work no it's it's not believed that they all gathered here as far as caroline kennedy 
schlossberg coming here we saw no sign of her in fact the only person departing we saw was senator 
edward kennedy as he went on his way so it's uh difficult to ascertain who exactly may be in the compound 
it's assumed that a number of the significant family members are there and it is a very extended family uh 
chris black uh joins me here too as we keep watch outside of the compound and wait and see who will return 
here one of the things we were talking about one of the things that would be fascinating as an average 
american is what would it be like to have the kennedys as your next door neighbor well we talked to a lot of 
neighbors because we've really been camped out here now for six days and the what the neighbors tell me 
is that they have the memories of john are of him kayaking in the sea and also of him uh trying to find his lost 
dog friday everyone talks in front everybody talks about friday friday is a dog that the uh that john and 
carolyn kennedy founded a pound and uh john jr took him virtually everywhere he always took him up here 
and friday apparently had a very independent spirit because he often wandered off the ground and in fact i 
have a friend who lives right around the corner who said friday frequently just would walk right in her house 
and say hello and john jr would be 
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and say hello and john jr would be roaming up and down the streets around here calling for his dog when it 
was time to get back to new york so we actually we're all wondering what happened to friday and whether 
friday also may have been on the on the plane that went down uh another thing we've talked about and that 
is the connection of president clinton to the kennedy family and and it's not just uh that it's based upon 
clinton having met uh president kennedy uh when he was in office it goes beyond that doesn't it it absolutely 
does go beyond that for president president clinton represents generational change just as john kennedy 
represented generational change when john kennedy became president of the united states in 19 in the 1960 
election he was the first member of his generation to be elected president the first member of the gi 
generation which had survived the depression and fought world war ii and then we had seven consecutive 
presidents from the same generation which a lot of people don't realize because all those different presidents 
were elected at different ages but indeed john kennedy rude uh george bush were all from the same 
generation so when bill clinton was elected in 1992 he was the first baby boomer president so that is 
something else he has in common with president president kennedy that they uh both symbolize 
generational change significant generational change hello natalie we've mentioned in our conversations here 
that you you can look at the kennedy family some have called them the kennedy clan but they are not sort of 
all one together one monolithic group um one thing that should be pointed out about john kennedy jr was that 
he had his own unique style he certainly did his parents were famous for this style president uh kennedy and 
jacqueline kennedy onassis were uh made headlines because they were so stylish they were so different 
and john also followed in that family tradition it had his own special brand of style in life john f kennedy jr 
personified a certain style he was handsome athletic and ironic like his father but like his mother he was 
intensely private during the five-day vigil following his 





during the five-day vigil following his death his closest living relative caroline kennedy schlossberg never set 
foot on the kennedy family compound at hyannis court but john kennedy's big sister made sure the rituals 
honoring his life will reflect her brother since the plane went down friday night family members vigorously 
debated the details of funeral arrangements and argued the merits of holding a memorial service or waiting 
for divers to recover the remains and schedule a funeral death is familiar to the kennedy and they are acutely 
sensitive to the significance of morning rituals they chose a memorial service that will take place at saint 
thomas moore catholic church in manhattan a smaller church with their mother jacqueline kennedy onassis 
worshiped other members of this very public family preferred a larger grander setting at st patrick's cathedral 
and there will be no radio or television coverage keeping with john kennedy's penchant for the privacy that 
often proved elusive during his life the kennedys are identified with massachusetts but john f kennedy jr was 
very much a new yorker after president kennedy's death his mother moved her young children to manhattan 
in search of the anonymity possible in a large city john kennedy lived and worked in the city as an adult even 
a decision of a burial at sea reflects the kennedy's almost mystical connection to the ocean the generations 
kennedys have been drawn to hyannis port at times of triumph and tragedy like his father john kennedy jr 
loved to see marty the public never seemed too tired of watching john kennedy jr from the time he was a little 
toddler playing underneath his father's desk in the white house to as an adult when he was confidently 
strolling through the streets of manhattan and this week the public will get a final glimpse of john kennedy jr 
in a way that his family hopes will reflect his special style chris black thank you very much we will continue to 
watch the kennedy compounds here wait for those to come back from the service when they do we'll bring 
you more reports in the meantime let's go back to low and natalie all right buddy all right we're looking 





all right buddy all right we're looking out here on uh vineyard uh harbor it's uh the view from a martha the 
southern uh part of martha's vineyard on the ship uss briscoe upon which the kennedy family had just 
returned from a burial at sea and are awaiting transport by a coast guard vessel in uh to woods hole which is 
the coast guard station where cnn's uh jeff flock is stationed also uh this house yeah i i can just tell you now 
that uh we have seen the anchor back up as carl reported earlier i couldn't see them set it but it looked like 
that's what they were doing and carl reported from the other side there that they had set the anchor it now 
appears that the anchor has been raised now i cannot see to the other side of the of the ship it's blowing 
pretty good now by the way out there and although we can't see it with the naked eye with the binoculars that 
we have on the shore here uh it looked like things were bouncing around pretty good out there so maybe 
they haven't set the anchor properly and they're doing it again i have no idea but right now i can tell you the 
anchor is back up i see you'll still see the boats going by so apparently the clearing the harbor operation is 
uh is only a a tentative measure well i can uh when i said clear the harbor i meant the immediate harbor to 
the uh to the uh uh other side of the of the coast guard station out farther on out uh i guess you know 
technically the harbor uh kind of continues out but i'm talking about this little small area in here and that is is 
dead still at the moment uh you do see that other small boat traffic and i don't think they were attempting to 
clear it all up yeah that would probably be unrealistic i understand you also have a shot of the motorcade the 
vehicles in a motorcade that are expected to transport the kennedys and the premium family yeah if we can 
we move to the motorcade now we're going to try to move to that motorcade i can tell you that the the vehicle 
that senator kennedy has been riding in the big dark suburban is over there some white vans also moved 
back and back into position and there's a massachusetts state police cruiser over there that presumably 
would lead the way it is a small 





would lead the way it is a small by our accounts a small motorcade it certainly was this morning we know that 
the kennedys of course have a tremendously large family when you when you figure all of the folks that are 
part of it but by no means was the entire family a part of what took place here today at least physically a part 
of it uh we estimated about 15 people or so and it looks like that is all a vehicles uh accommodating about 
that same number uh uh is what they're ready for now coming back the other way you know who the 15 
people are approximately who they who they all are i can tell you some of them that were cited uh certainly a 


sister caroline was cited senator kennedy of course maria shriver was seen boarding cousin william kennedy 
smith another face that perhaps we know as well as the freeman family uh uh carolyn bessette's mother and 
lauren bessette's mother as well as their step dad richard and then lawrence twin also those are the ones 
that i am aware that have been cited beyond that i couldn't tell you all right and jeff um and you spoke of this 
before but it's been a while as as far as the people the tourists are curious that have gathered around that 
area are there i'm gonna ask if we can uh just just shoot down the road here can can you give me uh i don't 
know if we uh i don't know if our camera is hot but if we uh uh take a look down this is just one little spit of of 
route 28 here that runs the one lane in both directions all the way down to the fairy pier uh and i don't know if 
you're able to see both the traffic as well as all of the cameras that are lined up and interspersed between 
each of these camera positions uh folks that have the houses that are on up up the road that have come 
down to watch some people although none within our camera range right now have brought chairs down to 
sit uh and view what's going on here today it is a beautiful day as carl mentioned earlier just a beautiful day 
uh both out on the vineyard as well as here at woods hole and uh have you had a chance to speak 





and uh have you had a chance to speak with any of those folks oh uh yeah i just talked to some folks who 
who are british uh who have been coming here they say to woods hole in the same in the same resort for 
about 25 years and uh i said i said to them uh because i sensed that perhaps we were intruding i said you 
know we'll be out of your hair shortly and i said oh no this is fun this uh you know we've watched the world 
change for 25 years by coming to the same place place each summer so this is a kind of another milestone i 
don't i don't know that the tourists look at this as a great intrusion uh but it perhaps is a great opportunity to 
view another milestone in the kennedy legacy and legend as it unfolds before them and what we're looking at 
is the uss briscoe we're still awaiting uh the disembarkation of a kennedy family aboard that ship after a 
burial at sea for jfk junior his wife and her sister they will return to woods hole the coast guard station and 
and do we see the sanibel on that situation i do not i my bearings are completely off when we switch 
between uh jeff locke and carl rochelle carl has got his binoculars out trying to see what the situation is um 
charles are you able to tell us i can give you a handle on what's happening uh natalie and lou the uh the ship 
the briscoe uh actually pulled the anchor it did drop the anchor back down as if to set the anchor and then uh 
stayed there for a while there were three coast guard patrol boats around in the area as the ship comes 
around you should be able to see the sanibel along the starboard side that's the right hand side of it uh if you 
what you are seeing now from my camera position here is the stern of the ship now it was its bow was to the 
left or parked port side and it had come around i do not see the sanibel nor do we carry the binoculars that i 
have we assume that it was on the right-hand side the transfer may have taken place and it may have gone 
in the other direction but we did believe we were 





direction but we did believe we were seeing that end uh three uh coast guard patrol boats came in around 
that appeared at one time to be trying to keep outside traffic from getting near the area and they huddled in 
very close to the ship about five minutes ago and the anchor came up and the ship began to swing around 
now if the recovery has not been made yet what may be taking place is as jeff noted the water is picked up a 
little bit out there and there's a little bit of a chop out and sometimes that causes a lot of rise and swelling the 
uh the times that i run into a situation uh mounting a navy ship out of sea like that they try to turn around and 
screen the area that you are going to get on in other words uh turn it around so that the side you are getting 
off or on the ship is in the lured side away from the wind away from the waves that are breaking that may be 
what is happening but clearly it is swinging around almost 180 degree turn it is doing what uh the navy 
sometimes refers to as pork screwing it's not uh it's not really moving anywhere it is swinging around and you 
can do that by turning one of the propellers in one direction and the other in the other direction you sort of 
back it around in one spot but it has gone almost 180 degrees from where uh it was uh just a few minutes 
ago lou and that's why your orientation had been uh the stern is now where the bow was and the bow is now 
where the stern was and what is the starboard side is now facing us and the port side or left side is now 
facing away from the object i feel like i can't tell you where the sound i can't tell you where the sanibel is 


though what we thought was the sanibel coming in and thought it had popped in on that starboard side there 
was a coast guard cutter that came through and uh it is uh still several miles from where we are and even 
with the the big guys the long uh binoculars that we have you missed a little something but there are three uh 
to the right i am told all right let me uh if we're looking at this with the uh with the camera i'm told to look for 
the right uh and i will put the binoculars up and see right now i see a patrol boat 





up and see right now i see a patrol boat a coast guard patrol boat right off the bow i see two right off the bow 
of the ship of the destroyer but i do not see the sanibel at this point now i i do not have a completely 
unobstructed view there are some pilings and uh some uh areas that they have put in to as bumpers when 
the uh when the ferry is coming here natalie that's what we're seeing right now we'll keep an eye out for you 
all right we'll continue to stay in contact with you we have all seen ted kennedy in the past a few days or so 
we know that he played basketball with carolyn kennedy's children we saw him yesterday rather hastily and 
sadly walking down a ramp to board a coast guard cutter to go to the uss grass for the retrieval of john 
kennedy's body and the others and senator ted kenny was still in his 30s when he was thrust into the role of 
kennedy family patriarch and as cnn's candy coaly reports now this massachusetts senator is again called to 
lead his family in mourning sometimes the hardest part is surviving living long enough to bury your brothers 
and their sons teddy was the youngest of the four kennedy brothers in june of 68 bobby was killed and teddy 
was the only brother left those of us him and who take him to his rest today pray that what he was to us what 
he wished for others will someday come to pass for all the world teddy was 36 years old that day the day the 
youngest became the patriarch and the mantle of public expectation fell heavily on his life in many ways he 
has carried it well in the three decades that have followed the last of the senate's liberal lions kennedy has 
championed civil rights health care and minimum wage legislation building a solid record on what his 
brothers only had time to 





on what his brothers only had time to dream about i think senator kennedy will go down as one of the giants 
in the senate while he's had a rather tumultuous public life with lots of ups and downs his record in the 
senate has been consistently impressive but a ted kennedy presidency once talked of with certainty all but 
vanished a year after bobby died when a young woman a passenger in a car teddy was driving was killed 
when the car went over a bridge on an island called chappaquiddick in 1980 after an unsuccessful bid for the 
democratic nomination kennedy put the presidential mantle down for good and carried on the cause for all 
those whose cares have been our concern the work goes on the cause endures the hope still lives and the 
dream shall never die while in public they call him senator in the compound they call him something else 
ladies and gentlemen my uncle ted kennedy the senator was a surrogate father to john junior and caroline 
and after bobby's death to that clan as well aids talk of hearing the senator teach animal sounds to his young 
nieces and nephews early on he used to take bobby's kids rafting later he walked them down the aisle and 
through the bad times often at the same time when kathleen kennedy townsend was married uncle ted gave 
her away in the morning and spent the afternoon in the hospital with his son who had his cancerous leg 
removed and in recent days it was ted who lifted them up at hyannis port it was ted who went with his two 
sons to the spot in the sea where he lost another piece of his heart the life of ted kennedy is an almost 
impossible kaleidoscope of outstanding public service an astounding personal failure a life of privilege and 
pain he has enjoyed and suffered them both and managed amidst all the death to somehow survive life it 
was great uncle ted who was 





life it was great uncle ted who was spotted playing basketball with caroline's children as they awaited word 
on the fate of john junior life goes on the dreams never die candy crowley cnn washington and now ted 
kennedy presumably is still aboard the uss briscoe where he with other family members and the family of the 
bessette sisters just had a farewell at sea for the three who perished on that flight last friday evening also 


aboard the briscoe other members of the kennedy family we don't know who all is aboard but we do know of 
course caroline john kennedy's sister senator kennedy john kennedy's cousins maria shriver and william 
kennedy smith who are also spotted boarding the coast guard vessel the sanibel which took them out to this 
big destroyer the briscoe at about nine o'clock this morning also aboard the briscoe the relatives of carolyn 
bessette and lauren bessette their mother anne freeman their stepfather dr richard freeman and lauren 
bessette's twin sister lisa and bessette and because of the intense interest in the story we'll keep watch on 
the kennedys until they are back on shore and on their way back to hyannis port and elsewhere meantime 
let's check in with uh cnn's mike betcher who's on martha's vineyard on the southern portion of philbin beach 
michael well lou at about uh late morning actually the uss briscoe uh went about 10 knots at a pretty slow 
speed finally lowered anchor and the service was held it lingered off the coast about three miles for about 
one hour while the burial at sea occurred and 
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sea occurred and while this was going on as hundreds of people all along this coastline here southwest of uh 
martha's vineyard sat and watched silently people talked about a piece of them going missing these people 
are people who grew up here with john kennedy jr on this island they remember him rollerblading bicycling 
uh his house is only where he stayed is only a short walk up the road here so this piece of ocean was 
something very special to him the dunes here and the beach and it was a very uh emotional thing for these 
people to sit and watch this because john kennedy jr would come here and he was one of them they said he 
was treated no differently than anyone else no better than anyone else and he acted like everybody else i 
spoke to one man his name was hal darnell he was born on martha's vineyard and he's lived here all of his 
life and he would see john kennedy all of the time and he said it had a big impact on him other people told 
me the same thing one woman said that as i sat and and watched this she said i felt a small bit of me die the 
the ship the uss uh briscoe left uh after one hour and the only ships remaining out here in the sea off of 
martha's vineyard are two ships involved in the salvage operation one coast guard buoy tender and also a 
salvage ship the uss grasp which has been out there for the last three days it is the ship which has been 
recovering the records it is the ship which recovered the bodies of john f kennedy jr his wife and sister-in-law 
and we are told that it will cease operations later today it has been bringing up bits of the plane all day long 
the divers continued to work as the burial at sea happened only about four miles from the grass so it was a 
rather strange scene the salvage of the airplane going on 





salvage of the airplane going on as the burial at sea took place in sight of the home and estate of jacqueline 
kennedy onassis which john and caroline were willed after her death all of this happened happening right 
here all together in this place that was so special to the kennedys and it is truly ironic that the death and the 
burial occurred here lou mike when you say that the grass will cease operations later in the day what does 
that mean that the salvage operation is over uh that's correct carl rochelle is reporting uh that this will occur 
he has been talking to the officials there at the npsb so that means the salvage operation will end there are 
no ships out there anymore trying to map uh the bottom of the ocean looking for debris basically the uh the 
grass will stay on station for just a few more hours lou as those hard hat divers continue below the ocean 
working and when they're finished they'll take the pieces that they have and transport them back to that 
hangar at otis air force base on the mainland and then this search and recovery operation will be finished on 
the same day that john f kennedy jr his wife and sister-in-law are buried at sea did the burial at sea in any 
way affect this salvage operation this morning no it did not we thought that perhaps they would have to 
suspend the operations but the uss briscoe passed about four miles in front of the uss grass at no time uh 
were there paths very close so the operation continued it's it's once you have those divers down there it's uh 
it's difficult getting them down there to a depth of 115 feet blue and getting them back up and i think they 
wanted to try to complete their work today it's been a you know very difficult operation the water down there 
is very cold it's 53 degrees initially they had 





cold it's 53 degrees initially they had scuba divers who would go out and scout the locations that were 
spotted by that research ship the rudy from the national oceanographic and atmospheric administration and 
the the rudy would plot these various places that first there were two and then there were 10 and then there 
were 15 and the divers would methodically go from one place to the next to the next and in the end blue it 
was that rov that remote operated vehicle uh that was on board the uss grass unmanned submarine that 
spotted the wreckage uh that first spotted the wreckage with the body of john f kennedy jr and then his wife 
carolyn and then her sister lauren and at that point that next morning operations began in earnest to recover 
the bodies and the bodies were indeed recovered yesterday so all that's left is to basically pick up the pieces 
here and that's what's going on they're not going to recover every bit of this aircraft and they're not going to 
reconstruct it lou in the same manner that they reconstructed flight twa flight 800 about three years ago uh 
they are going to take it to that hangar and lay it out like it would be an airplane but they're not going to 
reconstruct it around a middle frame and they'll do their best to try to figure out what occurred and they say 
they should know in about six to eight months they should issue a report then what actually occurred and 
why that plane crashed here friday night it'll take that long huh yeah that long uh you know the the ntsb 
they're very interesting very professional and even amongst themselves they really don't speculate they sit 
there and they look at the facts and they don't want to get into the trap thinking this occurred and i'm going to 
gather the evidence to prove that they want to keep an open mind throughout they may come with it sooner 
it's a smaller plane but that's what they're saying about six months later all right mike betcher on children 
beach and martha's vineyard natalie again you're looking at a picture a live picture of the uss the briscoe 
navy destroyer for some reason we believe that the families of the bessette sisters 





families of the bessette sisters and john kennedy have not disembarked and it appeared that the destroyer 
was repositioning itself carl rachelle's got a better vantage point carl natalie i think maybe i have figured out 
what was going on out there after the briscoe moved into position it seemed like the wind changed and came 
around and they had dropped the anchor and set with a bow pointing in toward where jeff flock is down by 
the coast guard station to my right from where i am standing the wind changed on them they pulled the 
anchor up and did a 180 degree turn and they are now pointed back out to sea the interesting thing is this 
time the uh the latter going down that the kennedy family kennedy brissett and freeman families will go down 
is now on this side of the ship so possibly we probably won't be able to distinguish individuals but should be 
able to distinguish when people come down in civilian clothes because of course the the ones in the white 
uniforms uh being the navy type there are two coast guard cutters that are off of the bow of the briscoe right 
now not sure which one is the sanibel and also notice that both of them were sort of holding place in the 
water with their bowel pointed out this way back out toward the sea that's because the the wind changed 
around the seas changed around and of course it is difficult to get off of a ship that is going up and down you 
don't really realize how much of they call it a period the period of time it takes for it to go up and down like 
this how difficult it can be until you're actually standing alongside and what looks like oh gee that's just small 
can actually need as much as four and five feet tough for an experienced sailor to get on doubly tough for an 
inexperienced civilian to get off and on and they want to of course protect safety is the important thing in this 
situation they have swung the ship around now and at some point in the near future we expect it to uh to 
disembark the families take a little bit about the grass a uh navy officials telling me that the grass is planning 
to be import at newport news i'm sorry at 





import at newport news i'm sorry at newport rhode island i'll get my new port straight here newport rhode 
island in the area of uh i think it's called middletown that's where the navy tears are and that's where they're 
going to go into and offload the wreckage that they have picked up from john kennedy's airplane that they 
had been working on and of course we don't know exactly when they will quit the diving operations clearly 
they have to break it off at some point if they're going to head in that would indicate that they probably have 
retrieved most of what they wanted to from the bottom we do know that the wings were down there the 
engine was down a piece of the fuselage was taken up yesterday they are actively working to get that 


material up and of course when the grass goes away that will essentially end for all practical purposes the 
the diving operations and mike becher reported that the noaa electronic ship and that was dragging the side 
scan sonar through the area looking for debris it ceased operations and also there was a coast guard cutter 
that had been equipped with a side scan sonar working and there's a what's called a towed array it's put out 
on a cable that towed behind the ship that looks into the area those have both east operations so they're 
working on the area that they have maps and i would tell you that they probably won't get every single piece 
of the ship of the of the aircraft but they will get a substantial portion of it in what they believe that they need 
to uh process through this recovery operation and actually six to nine months is just about right on any 
operation like that and one of the reasons is they have to do things like metallurgical testing they have to test 
different pieces of metal and see whether it broke under stress whether it was pushed out banged out by the 
force of it which way it folded a great deal of detail and they worked normally the national transportation 
safety board of investigators with a number of different groups one group will handle human factors another 
group will handle the weather another group will handle the fuselage the air group another group will handle 
the engines they are specialists in their field and they have incredible forensic skills and of course this time 
they are operating without the advantage of having a cockpit voice recorder 





having a cockpit voice recorder and a flight data recorder an airplane of this size and this operation in a 
private operation does not have those devices so they have to work by deductive reasoning by putting all of 
us together and testing it they'll do some engineering some reverse engineering that decline the term to uh 
see how the stuff broke apart and from that way get a sense of how it's being put back together if we can 
take a look at what's going on out there i don't know whether you're looking at me right now but i'd like to 
take a look out of the briscoe and the coast guard cutters and see if i can get a sense of what is going on out 
there take these big binoculars and just uh take a look at the side of the ship i see a patrol boat now this is a 
small coast guard boat that is uh just up alongside of where the ladder is off just about it looks like maybe 
maybe uh 100 yards or so maybe a couple of hundred yards off the bow of the briscoe there is a coast guard 
cutter uh larger than the patrol boat that is actually perpendicular to the bow it's uh in maybe personnel call 
crossing the t it's right directly across the bow and a little further around to the right there is another coast 
guard cutter that is standing by out in the area neither of them have made an effort to pull up alongside of the 
ship when they do they will uh probably go down toward along the path along side by the stern of the ship 
swing back around make a right turn and come back up alongside bringing the ship back up into the wind 
bringing the boat back up into the wind and park about that ladder and it's about mid chips if you look at the 
briscoe you will see uh two towers the ladder going down the side is just uh old perhaps 10 or 15 feet behind 
the uh the second tower toward the stern of the ship you can see uh a few sailors standing along the side of 
the ship in that area and waiting for things to happen unless for some reason they are putting them on the 
patrol boats the 





are putting them on the patrol boats the small patrol boats and we don't believe that is happening but the 
patrol boats have pulled up a couple of times right by where that ladder was and uh just stayed there for a 
little while i've seen navy personnel come down guys in white boots come down and talk to them and then 
head back up natalie i've got a i'm sorry i've got a call coming in if we could uh pass off to jeff flock for a 
minute or two let me check out what the call is and see if there's any new information here all right carl we'll 
be back to you in a moment let's move on to cnn's uh jeff flock who is nearby he's near the area where the 
families will be returned to yeah i can tell you as carl pointed out earlier the conditions have really changed 
here we really can feel because we're up kind of high you can really feel how much the wind has picked up 
and i think uh what he speculated about is quite quite right and that that's why the ship needed to swing 
around the wind has really changed on them uh and we were able to see a uh a sailboat out here it's just 
moved beyond our view right now that was really healed over and kind of points up just how how rough those 
conditions are we also checked in and the off chance that when the the ship was around the other side and 
out of our view that perhaps some of the of the kennedys had been taken off on a small boat and perhaps 


taken elsewhere we've called a few other coast guard stations and there are no reports of anyone coming in 
elsewhere that perhaps they may think about avoiding this situation here and going somewhere else but i 
think particularly in these sea conditions is probably fairly unlikely that they would have gotten off in a small 
boat outside of our because we obviously saw some of the smaller boats out there patrolling around the 
briscoe so at this point we certainly still do believe that they are on board the briscoe and perhaps you can 
see one of the the ferries passing by out there as they make their uh their half hourly runs back and forth uh 
but we can report that it really is very very windy right now and it may make that transfer all the more difficult 
certainly they're going to want to do that and as safe away as they can already a very tragic situation and i 
wanted to compound that in some 





and i wanted to compound that in some way i'm sure they will take great care to make sure that everyone 
gets from one ship to the uh the coast guard cutter or whatever they choose to just embark on as safely as 
possible so at this moment that's the theme and we'll just have to continue to watch and wait all right jeff 
block thank you it's mike it's we're going to go back now to martin savage i'm told martin savage is standing 
outside the family compound there at hyannis port and martin it appears that there wasn't a gathering of the 
family and that they set out this morning altogether because they all arrived to board the senate bell at 
separate separate times correct well there wasn't a huge gathering of the kennedy family and it wasn't 
needed for a simple service like this and in fact all of them would not necessarily be able to attend a service 
like this that's why tomorrow the private ceremony is so important for the family that'll be taking place up in 
new york one of the things that chris blank and i were talking about was sort of the significance of the 
weather how the day started off gloomy and then as uh as the service progressed um the day seemed to 
brighten and in a lot of ways you could probably get the sense of that as how the kennedy family is beginning 
to feel they've been through a very dark very difficult time and uh chris i think that uh with the opportunity to 
mourn and this is typical in all families and all tragedies that once you have that opportunity things start to 
feel a little better and i imagine for them it's the same way well we can only speculate martin but certainly that 
was the feeling among uh family friends they said that by the end of the weekend when the family really 
knew that john was definitely dead there was a real tremendous building need to express their grief and that 
is why the family scheduled a memorial service even before they knew that they would be able to recover the 
bodies uh go through the whole process of autopsy and cremation and the burial at sea because there was a 
real need they said for to get on with the grieving process to let family and friends uh express their 





family and friends uh express their grief and come to grips with what has been a really shocking loss uh to 
this family the family also they didn't want to go too far and come out with the memorial service too soon 
because they were obviously hoping for recovery they were hoping for a recovery and early in the week it 
was the hope of the family according to family sources that they would be able to find the remains and they 
would be able to have a single funeral the family really wanted to spare themselves the ordeal of two 
emotionally grueling rituals uh one funeral would be bad enough it's the attitude and indeed that may be why 
they they basically kept the number of participants in the burial at sea to a minimum because it's just a very 
wrenching thing to go through with a funeral it's people are forced to confront the loss uh it's good in in the 
long run but in the short term it can be very painful we were talking about how obviously the kennedy family 
is made up of individuals do we know anything as to what the input was as far as what type of funeral this 
person may have wanted and who won out if that's the way to describe it i haven't been able to get any detail 
on the family discussions all i know from family friends is that there was vigorous discussions which is very 
characteristic in this family they all have their own ideas they're very unique people and they had discussions 
apparently about just about everything caroline kennedy schlossberg however i was told was in favor of uh 
more private service in a smaller church and her view in the end has prevailed uh the funerals to the 
memorial service mass which will be held tomorrow will be at st thomas more church in manhattan which is a 
very small church where her mother uh prayed when she was alive i think a lot of us having grown up 


watching john kennedy jr grow up at the same time feel a very close connection to him and yet we forget that 
really there are so many public figures in the kennedy family he is not a member of that public entourage and 
thereby would have a private service indeed it's something that uh people 





indeed it's something that uh people tend to view the kennedy family as monolithic and as all politicians 
when it's not true at all they are all i think public spirited there's a real ethic in the family that you should do 
something that is worthwhile but only a few have actually sought public public life and shot public office and 
put themselves in that arena john kennedy jr was a very private person and his surviving sister caroline 
kennedy schlossberg is extremely private one of perhaps the most reserved members of the kennedy family 
john kennedy jr was being groomed if not for political life you know there was being groomed for other 
positions in the family what would they be my sense always was martin is that john kennedy jr did feel a 
certain pressure to carry on the family legacy he did he was sort of following in his uncle's head's footsteps 
for a while he went to law school he was an assistant d.a a prosecutor in manhattan senator kennedy did 
that in massachusetts just before he ran for the senate in 1962 but it clearly was not his way because he 
then ended up leaving the da's office and leaving behind a career in law and sought a career in journalism 
and as an observer of politics which i always found sort of interesting he never struck me as being the 
politician type he was not particularly gregarious he was very reserved not extremely reserved but a fairly 
private person and he seemed to really enjoy the magazine i had some interaction with him when he was the 
editor of georgia did a couple of pieces for him and he was really still in the process of trying to get a voice a 
unique voice for george magazine still building that magazine what did the other family members think when 
he started up this magazine i'm not at all sure i mean i know that ethel and robert kennedy's children are 
probably the most political in the family and i suspect uh that they probably thought he should have run for 
public office because they 





have run for public office because they they're always sort of pushing one another to run for public office they 
really like that forum but his mother was quite supportive i understand i've always heard that his father had 
expressed an interest in entering journalism after he left the presidency so there is a sort of family interest uh 
he's following his father's footsteps in another way all right thanks always wonderful to share the stories that 
you have until we wait for the rest of the kennedy family those that took part at the burial at sea to return to 
the compound here in the meantime here it had been quiet there is now some movement of the media and 
we'll send it back to atlanta we were wondering about that martin savage chris black at hyannisport and now 
we're going to go to manhattan where cnn's gary tuchman is at the scene of what will be one of the few 
public ceremonies uh commemorating the life of jfk junior gary that's right lou three and a half hours from 
now a memorial mass will take place here in new york city for john f kennedy jr carolyn beset kennedy and 
her sister lauren bessette we're expecting 600 people in a church and thousands of people on the streets 
behind me here in the little italy section of manhattan but back in the early 19th century it was basically little 
ireland and the reason for that is because of all the irish immigrants who came to new york city back in the 
early 19th century and that is therefore the name of this church why it has an irish name this is the saint 
patrick's old cathedral not to be confused with the st patrick's new cathedral which is the center of the 
archdiocese the catholic archdiocese of new york city the famous church on fifth avenue this was the 
cathedral for the catholic archdiocese back in the early 19th century from 1815 to 1879 it's a very plain 
simple yet majestic church and that's why it's been chosen for the public ceremony 600 seats inside and 
they're expecting everything to be packed by the time this starts at six o'clock today now this is being 
sponsored by a group called the emerald isle immigration center that organization helps immigrants to the 
united states and the reason they feel it's so 





and the reason they feel it's so important to sponsor this is they feel that they adopted john f kennedy jr after 
his father the first irish american president was assassinated back in 1963. during the ceremony today the 
mayor of new york city is expected to be here rudy giuliani also the irish council general in new york barry 
robinson we do not expect any kennedy family members to be here however if any kennedy family members 
decide to come there's a special entrance for them to come inside this church and arrive one thing we do 
want to mention the chairman of the board of this organization sponsoring the memorial mass today will be 
reading a poem during the mass called lament on the death of owen roe o'neal the significance of that poem 
that's the poem that robert f kennedy read during john f kennedy's funeral back in 1963. so what they're 
expecting here in new york city today on this corner is wrongs of people watching who can't get in the church 
that's why all these blue barricades are here right now and some police officers saying there could be as 
many as five to ten thousand people in the streets by the time this public ceremony for the three victims of 
the plane crash begins at six o'clock eastern time three hours and 35 minutes from now louis natalie back to 
you all right gary tuckman at st patrick's old cathedral in manhattan we also should mention that the 
pentagon plans an observance friday aboard the aircraft carrier uss john f kennedy as we continue to keep 
our eye on the briscoe where the families have yet to disembark after the burial at sea service this morning 
they left us after nine o'clock so it's been several hours a long day so far for them and you don't have to be a 
family member or attend a service to honor the memory of someone you love or someone you admire cnn's 
ann mcdermott looks at expressions of grief that are grassroots in nature but every bit as genuine it's 
become a ritual now honoring a loss by leaving flowers and notes and perhaps a bit of ourselves behind and 
john kennedy jr and his wife's is just the latest in these makeshift memorials i feel like 





in these makeshift memorials i feel like a bomb between us i really do some believe that all began with those 
roadside memorials people put up for friends dead too soon and then folks began putting up all those yellow 
ribbons for people they didn't even know ribbons for the u.s hostages in iran ribbons for the gulf war soldiers 
and in the meantime ribbons and flowers began appearing at the vietnam wall and then came the oklahoma 
city bombing all that grief and all those flowers flowers when princess diana died there was an ocean of 
flowers and more for the kids killed at columbine flowers and bears a thoughtful box of tissues and angels 
lots of angels though it seemed to some that angels were hard to come by that terrible day in april and now 
the ritual returns outside a manhattan apartment building why [Music] a historian of religion says it has to do 
with us i think we're a very lonely people professor gerald leroux says people don't know each other but 
people are connected to media which brings people out of isolation and introduces people to the celebrated 
so people get to know them and even perhaps to love them and times like these people let the loved ones 
know it some way or the other we become part of something bigger than ourselves and it's all so immediate 
word of death gets transmitted almost instantly and let the morning begin and the goodbyes this is a way 
some say to find a little closure but others say pleasure is an off the views word and that all the media and 
immediacy in the world won't close some wounds ann mcdermott cnn los angeles and the immediate loved 
ones are aboard this ship the uss briscoe just off the coast in martha's vineyard harbor awaiting a coast 
guard cutter 





harbor awaiting a coast guard cutter which they will board and take to woods hole the coast guard station 
and then on to other family business we will continue keeping watch right now we'll take a break we'll have 
some other news for you when we come back [Music] and we continue to watch this live picture of this navy 
destroyer which carried the freeman and kennedy families out for the burial at sea this morning presumably 
the families are still aboard a ship there waiting for their return to woods hole massachusetts the ashes of 
john f kennedy jr his wife and her sister were scattered at sea today in a private ceremony as we said the 
families attended the ceremony aboard the uss frisco it was kennedy's wish to be buried at sea and as we've 
been reporting to you a memorial service the private service will be held tomorrow morning in new york all 
the while divers continue to search the sea floor for the wreckage of kennedy's plane they have found most 
of the major pieces and we're told that that process the search process and recovery will wrap up today the 


debris will then be taken to the coast guard station on cape cod eventually and pieced together the national 
transportation safety board says it will take six to nine months to complete the crash investigation but the 
cause of death of the plane's three accidents has now been made known autopsy results say the three died 
instantaneously from multiple injuries like thousands of other americans john kennedy jr was an enthusiastic 
private pilot now with his death many 





private pilot now with his death many student pilots and their families are questioning the safety of private 
flight cnn's charles feldman reports on the soul searching at our nation's flight schools it's okay i just want to 
others aviation gary justice aviation is the largest flight school at santa monica airport in southern california 
one of about 2 000 flight schools in the u.s of the 616 000 pilots in the united states 96 000 are student pilots 
an increasing number in recent years flight instructors fight school owners here and elsewhere are already 
feeling the impact of the kennedy plane crash we've had a couple people drop out but we've had a lot of 
increase in activity and people wanting to get their instrument rating and of course more training is always 
beneficial flight instructor jason van kemp says it's not only student pilots who are feeling the effects of the 
kennedy tragedy but also their loved ones family members and friends are expressing interest in whether 
whether or not they should continue with their training how can we tell if we're flying the street right now by 
the well the artificial horizon okay teresa lee is about a month away from her check ride the test that will 
determine whether after a year of lessons she will become a certified pilot because of the kennedy crash 
some of her friends tell her she's crazy to fly but like many other student pilots she is determined to turn a 
negative into a positive i read about plane crashes in newspapers and magazines all the time just like i think 
every pilot does and you always study it to see what went wrong what mistakes the pilot made you can learn 
from their experience flight schools are vulnerable to swings in the economy as well as negative news about 
general aviation and there are concerns about how the public will view the kennedy crash and it depends on 
whether the american public makes up their minds with facts or common knowledge or what they decided 
three decades ago 





or what they decided three decades ago about the safety of small planes or what mom and dad told me 
when i was a kid and the fact is say aviation organizations the fatal accident rate for small planes is much 
lower now than it was shortly after world war ii when general aviation really took off for example justice 
aviation says it has not suffered a single pilot injury after nine years and thousands of flights its owners are 
banking on student pilot enthusiasm to counter the tragedy of the kennedy crash i find that people who want 
to learn to fly really want to learn to fly and they're usually not dissuaded by something like this and say flight 
instructors more pilots get advanced training because of the kennedy accident his legacy to general aviation 
may be safer skies for all charles feldman cnn santa monica california and once again we're keeping our eye 
on the uss briscoe which is in vineyard harbor off martha's vineyard we're waiting for the disembarkation of 
the kennedy family having returned from a burial of c for jfk junior his wife carolyn and carolyn's sister uh 
lauren and when that happens we'll uh of course put our cameras on it in the meantime natalie let's get on to 
some other news of the day it's been a while since we shared with you some other news we're going to do 
that now we're going to take you to capitol hill the house looks ready to pass a 792 billion dollar republican 
tax cut today but don't start spending your share just yet christina congressional correspondent bob franken 
stopped and as natalie as you know uh until uh this morning it was really not clear that the republicans were 
in a position that they could count on passing it because many of their fellow republicans had problems with 
it which they were able to resolve and now it looks like this measure is going to pass the house of 
representatives it was so close that patrick kennedy who of course is with the family had agreed that he 
would fly back last night if in fact his vote was needed by the 





if in fact his vote was needed by the democrats to thwart the republican plan he was on a plane we're told 
when he was called and said there would be no vote last night and he is not here today of course because of 
the family matters that are going on that we've seen reported so widely as for the tax legislation the 
republicans were able to get their members in line it looks like they're about to win their measure uh the day 
has been filled with traditional debate about taxes the question is who do you trust it's like you know if we 
believe them it would be like asking jesse james to guard the bank vault for a little while i don't think we want 
to do that i don't think we want to go back to 40 years of tax and spend liberals 90 percent of the tax cut goes 
to the wealthiest americans but it's not as irresponsible as some people are saying why because you know 
the bill's not going anywhere what you want is a veto from president clinton he becomes the scrooge well as 
a matter of fact uh the democratic congressman rangel makes a good point this 792 billion dollar tax cut in 
the house of representatives does not stand a snowball's chance in summer of ultimately passing the senate 
has its own version president clinton in fact has already promised to veto this at some point later this year 
after all the politicking is done these tax bills will all come together in a conference committee and be 
negotiated what seems clear is that everybody is in agreement there should be a tax cut to use the surplus 
part of it that way the question of course natalie is how big a tax cut all right bob franken on capitol hill thanks 
bob now to lose president clinton for his part warns that the gop tax cut may jeopardize his plans to save 
social security and medicare and the president repeated his veto threat today mr clinton went to michigan 
earlier today to lobby for medicare reform the president wants to use many of the same dollars the gop is 
targeting for a tax break to shore up the medicare program mr 





to shore up the medicare program mr clinton is supporting a more modest tax cut around 250 billion dollars 
record flooding continues today in the midwest it's a mess in iowa the cedar river has float over its banks 
forcing the evacuation several thousand folks hundreds of homes also have been damaged that damage 
was triggered when eight to nine inches of rain fell in a very short period that'll do it let's get the latest on that 
storm and look at the rest of the nation's weather from valerie well lou and natalie these heavy rains occur 
when you see a pattern with storms moving across the same area time after time and that's what we're 
getting our radar summary right now showing the latest in this series of storms producing thunderstorms from 
montana through the dakotas and into minnesota so far iowa wisconsin are quieter than they have been but 
showers and storms are a possibility in the mid-atlantic the problem is drought you see a few showers and 
thunderstorms through that area but they sort of dissipate over time on this radar loop perhaps we'll see 
some more developing during the afternoon and evening hours our chance for severe weather today is 
across the north-central part of the country there's a chance for some thunderstorms into tomorrow across 
sections of the northeast and mid-atlantic and if you look at our forecast you see this boundary it does move 
slightly north and slightly south that's why we're seeing the storms up across the dakotas minnesota and with 
time into wisconsin and michigan rather than iowa but there is a trough of low pressure that will push into the 
plane state so it does remain unsettled iowa southward to the gulf coast low pressure will move off the mid- 
atlantic we will hope that there'll be some rain showers or thunderstorms with that that could relieve some of 
these drought conditions still some showers and thunderstorms scattered through the southwest along the 
muggy and rim yesterday in northern arizona a couple of inches of rain fell and we will see relatively quiet 
weather across the northwest part of the country it is july it is hot around a lot of the country 





it is hot around a lot of the country and there are heat advisories in effect coastal south carolina and georgia 
temperatures well into the 90s but very humid conditions it's going to feel like 105 or 110 degrees and when 
you get up to that 105 point it does become dangerous for some people meanwhile heat advisories as well 
south of this frontal boundary with all the warm moist air flowing northward from south dakota nebraska iowa 
missouri illinois over into parts of indiana kentucky and ohio heat advisories in effect again today 
temperatures well into the 90s maybe sneaking up toward the 100 degree mark and because of the humidity 
once again it'll feel like 105 to perhaps even 110 or 12 degrees through that area tomorrow not much change 
90s across a lot of the country the coolest air in the northwest now these forecasts [Music] now here's natalie 


allen all right valerie thank you we're still keeping our eye on the uss briscoe which carried the freeman and 
kennedy families out to the final farewell for their loved ones today and it appears that the senate bell is now 
bringing them back in from the briscoe they've been out for several hours they last first thing this morning just 
after nine o'clock they're now in vineyard sound being brought back to woods hole there on cape cod the 
farewell for john kennedy jr and his wife carolyn and her sister lauren bessette took place uh just off marcus 
vineyard a few miles just 





off marcus vineyard a few miles just two or three miles from the point where their plane crashed last friday 
and bringing back cousins of the kennedys that include maria schreiber william kennedy smith um john 
kennedy's uncle ted kennedy and caroline kennedy schlossberg of course the uh sole survivor of that 
immediate family that this country has uh felt like they've gotten to know so well over all of these years so we 
have been uh watching their progress today on this other painful day in this ordeal and of course tomorrow is 
the private memorial service in manhattan carl rochelle is joining us again carl natalie what we believe has 
happened is one of the small coast guard patrol boats the walls those that look to be about 20 25 feet long 
had pulled up alongside of the briscoe the destroyer we saw them by the ladder we saw some activity and 
we believe that what they have done is taken some of the individuals perhaps all of them at this point a few 
at a time and taken them over to the sanibel i can see the sanibel see there are people in civilians closed on 
the on the stern section of the sanibel and it has gotten underway and began to move around uh i believe 
this is what has happened there's a ferry that is sort of blocking some of my view of it but uh i'd like to check 
that if we can take a look with our other camera and see what we're seeing out there let me turn around with 
the binoculars and see if i can get a look at what is happening out there because i believe the coast guard 
cutter has in fact begun to move away and now there is a uh another coast guard patrol boat that is moving 
alongside the ferry is about to uh pull out the ferry that is blocking our view but there is a coast guard boat 
holding up alongside the briscoe and in a moment or two we should get a 





and in a moment or two we should get a better handle on what has happened but we believe that they have 
transferred some of the people off of the briscoe with a smaller boat and taken them over to the sanibel and 
we did notice some activity by the uh we believe the coast guard cutter we're seeing is the sanivel that is 
something yes can you remind us why uh why all of this delay you said earlier that there was a a change in 
the wind yes yes the uh the briscoe came in it was bow in toward the coast guard station the same direction 
it was uh in when it picked up the uh the kennedy freeman and brissett families this morning and took them 
out for the burial at sea it came in and dropped the anchor and appeared ready to disembark the families on 
the starboard side which is the right-hand side of the ship and the ship the side that was away from us and it 
actually had the anchor in the water back down set the anchor and the boat started out but the sanibel went 
on by it we thought it was pulling over the right side it went on by it and hoped to about a mile or two down 
downstream from that and then the the briscoe the destroyer lifted the anchor and did a 180 degree turn to 
head into the wind because the wind shifted while they were out there and it's not only shifted but it's picked 
up there is a a very strong breeze blowing where i'm standing up by the uh by the ferry piers and this is out in 
the open water some distance in here and i can see some white caps out they're not big breakers but they're 
white cats and it's enough that if you are in the area where those ships are located it could make it difficult to 
uh get off of the ship onto a boat alongside and remember we're talking about civilians and i don't know the 
age of the individuals involved sometimes it can be difficult to navigate those stairs even though they put 
them down they usually uh put the stairs down the side the ladder down the side of the ship and put a little 
platform at the bottom but that platform rises and falls uh in relation to how the uh the waves are going by up 
and down and uh maybe they brought in a small boat and brought it alongside so 





a small boat and brought it alongside so they can match that there is another small boat alongside that i can 
see alongside of where that ladder is right now but i don't see them taking anyone off it is pulling up closer 
into the area but that is the reason for the delay it looks like like looks like they were all set to do this and 
then the wind shifted on them and they had to come around the other direction and now its bow is pointed 
out toward the sea its starboard side in toward the uh ferry tiers where i'm standing and it's port side or left 
side over more along toward the direction where uh jeff walker is over by the coast guard station but i think 
jeff is probably seeing the stern of the ship from his direction jeff what do you see here again one of the 
smallest i do see this turn where from where i am right now and in fact that was our speculation speculation 
also as we saw those small boats go alongside that ladder people were being transferred down but we could 
not see uh with the what the binoculars uh who they were uh as you report they've made several trips out to 
the briscoe and are from the briscoe out to the sanibel but the sanibel remains where it is so that would tell 
me if what we think is going on is correct that there are more people still yet to come uh that would have to 
go back out to the sanibel before they brought them all back in i can tell you that from the pier and man bar 
your binoculars a kind lady who is on vacation here and has been kind enough to lend me her her binoculars 
people are still waiting uh in the blue tent underneath the blue tents the cars that presumably would carry 
them in a motorcade i can see now three vans lined up as well as the uh dark blue chevy suburban that 
senator kennedy has been has been riding around now i know you're looking at the sanibel now but i'm 
looking at the at the pier just looking at this at this motorcade that remains in place the state police cruiser 
remains at the at the start of it and several people standing there looking on out there had been speculation 
earlier perhaps the kennedys would go directly uh from if they got to a small boat instead of the sanibel that 
they would go perhaps directly into their own dock 





dock and hyannis but i guess at this point we really don't Know all we can tell you is that the sanibel remains 
out there in a stationary position the briscoe is at anchor the small boats continue to uh to patrol around it uh 
and whether or not they're getting in position to offload more people or what at this point we we do not know 
what appears to be happening uh jeff from several sources that we're monitoring here of television pictures is 
that the smaller boats which are pitching and yawing alongside the briscoe are ferrying folks from aboard the 
briscoe the smaller vessels acting as a tender if you will to transfer them from the bristol over to the sanibel 
well that would make perfect sense and it is blowing it's blowing pretty good out here you can see the white 
caps on the water and this was not at all the situation this morning earlier as well as even when the briscoe 
arrived back uh it was then that the wind began to change on them and it is done nothing but blow harder 
since we've uh since we've been here all right this is a delicate operation as we can tell the the chop out 
there is uh hindering uh the process of getting the kennedys uh back to woods hole the coast guard station 
where you are jeff we'll take a quick break here we'll continue to keep watch uh when we come back we'll 
continue our coverage of this burial let's sea good all right we are you see that small craft there by the uss 
briscoe which is the destroyer which transported the kennedys back from the burial at sea earlier today the 
briscoe has been here in vineyard harbor almost two hours now the water is choppy as you see the small 
craft by the briscoe has just picked up some civilians 





civilians towards the stern of the ship and is now headed uh presumably towards the sanibel which is the uss 
coast guard cutter which at first we had been told was going to pick up the kennedy family from the briscoe 
and transport them back to the coast guard station at the woods hole of massachusetts presumably now the 
smaller craft will take these people you can see on the right there's the sanibel the coast guard cutter we 
have seen previous uh passengers aboard the brisco being taken out here uh to the sanibel we assume 
there'll be a transfer taking place here and then the kennedy family we don't know if this operation is 
complete but then the kennedy family aboard the sanibel will head back to the coast guard uh station at 
woods hole where carol rochelle has been stationed is that about how you read it carl lou i think so it looked 
like the uh i believe it's the sanibel if the cutter is not a small patrol boat it was almost up to the ladder and 
now it's backing down and i'm not sure exactly why this is a this is the uh a very difficult task and it requires 


someone who is highly experienced in bringing a small boat alongside a large boat like this in this kind of sea 
uh one in this step and you smack the smaller boat into the uh into the larger boat and even if you don't know 
and gets hurt it's considered very bad form for the uh captains of small boats to bang his boat alongside of it 
so they're being very careful that they were almost up to where the uh you may lose the shot here just for a 
moment lou this is the ferry that's been to some extent blocking uh or making it very difficult for us to get a 
clean picture of what it is but uh this is the governor it's leaving here uh they're coming out of here the ferry is 
to go across to martha's vineyard and this uh ferry will be out of the way in probably about 30 seconds 





probably about 30 seconds we'll get a cleaner look but the uh the cutter was almost up to the ladder and then 
it stopped and began to back down hang on hang on a second uh carl we're gonna bring in uh jeff flock jeff 
lock a question was uh asked here i i doubt that you may have the answer to it but as long as there are 
passengers on board those smaller crafts why not just bring them bring them on in why the transfer well the 
sense would be that perhaps they would all want to come in together as opposed to having people ferried uh 
you know in the small boats individually with just the handfuls of people coming coming that way i can tell 
you what i see right now and that is that the one small boat that was up alongside by the by the ladder uh 
went on off to the uh to the sanibel and that is now uh it appears to me transferring people from that small 
craft to the sanibel and then carl was mentioning the other smaller boat i'm not sure if that's a cutter or what it 
is at the uh off the stern it is now off the stern and not appearing to go anywhere and i don't know if they 
actually offloaded anybody onto that that one that's sort of a middle-sized uh a boat in between the the 
smaller patrol boat that was up by the ladder and then the sanibel which of course is a cutter we can see 
now that there is a definite transfer going on between the smaller craft and the sanibel and that's now moving 
away uh right now it appears that the smaller craft is moving away and i don't know if the sanibel is moving 
off which indicates that perhaps the whole process is done or whether they they have looped around a 
couple of times we thought they were coming in and then they looped back around to wait uh off the bow 
again so uh although it looks like it's moving now look at that right yeah we'll soon know yeah i think it has 
been a long long day for these families and uh as we mentioned it's been over two hours that they have 
apparently been trying to find a safe way to get them off of the briscoe and and back to wherever they're 
going and it may have been uh just a quiet time for the family uh uh many of whom have not uh it was 
mentioned earlier that caroline kennedy had not been to the compound so this may have 





been to the compound so this may have been the first opportunity for the family to gather as a group to talk 
about whatever they need to talk about including the service scheduled for tomorrow morning in new york but 
it looks like the sanibel now is steaming your way jeff yeah of course this family has spent an awful lot of time 
on the water and so i don't suspect that they were at all uh upset about whatever has uh has happened even 
though it is kind of rough out there of course they've been out in a lot rougher water and a lot smaller craft 
although i'll tell you the sanibel right now and spike are we following the sanibel are we still on the briscoe 
you're on this annabelle now yeah it is moving and i but i can't tell from the way it's moving whether it is 
headed back on into shore or whether it's making another of those loops around to uh to come back and wait 
for other folks there is another small patrol boat i can see that still uh to the near to the stern of the uh of the 
briscoe it appears that sanibel is uh steaming right uh toward you no no looping from our vantage point here 
jeff all right well it may be well it's not it's not headed right for me right now i'll tell you that uh although it may 
be coming around to get into the channel to come into the harbor so it may be it may be that i can tell you 
that over on uh over at the coast guard station woods hole now i well now it looks like folks have moved the 
folks that were standing out underneath the blue tents are now moved it may be that they've moved uh into 
the vehicles to perhaps get them ready but i i can't say that for sure i think we'll have to watch the uh watch 
the cutter carl rochelle what do you see well the uh the coast guard carter and i'm assuming if the sanibel 
louis instead of heading toward the coast guard station going in the opposite direction it's heading out uh now 


i'm not sure the direction from where the briscoe is to the kennedy compound you know jeff heard a 
suggestion earlier that uh with a small boat they might be able to go directly into the kennedy now now it is 
turning everything it's turning around is it turning around yeah okay it's uh let me move my 





yeah okay it's uh let me move my position a little bit i'm my bearings are totally off here okay i told the 
kennedy compound lou i'm told the kennedy compound is an hour and 15 minutes by uh boat from here so 
that uh this is by one of the locals so i guess that's not a uh an option i'm sort of blocked out from the 
turnaround by one of the pilings out here that's used to uh to do the furry but it did go uh substantially uh out 
towards the and if it does come back around and perhaps they're going to pick up more but it's clear it 
appears to be the billion of the cutter yeah you see the coast guard chopper that is now hovering above i 
don't know if you will see the coast guard chopper that's i can see that that's now hovering above the whole 
operation uh-60 jayhawk it's the coast guard version of the blackhawks but it may be that the process is just 
not complete yet because it appears that the uh the cutter has spun around and is now back in that same 
position which is just off the bow of the briscoe and kind of in a waiting waiting position helicopters come out 
right apparently 180 degree turn and now uh it's steaming back down in the direction of the briscoe uh there 
was uh jeff you may be able to see it there was one cutter that was uh past the stern of the briscoe and 
moved on back down out of my range of view okay guys keep keep track down there uh we'll check back 
with you uh shortly while we're trying to sort out what's happening as uh as we watch uh the kennedy family 
and their progress uh on this uh very sad afternoon for them right it began this morning because of nine 
o'clock the uh farewell to their loved ones for the burial at sea we've been bringing you live coverage of that 
talkback live is coming up next i'm natalie allen and i'm lou waters 
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